er. 





VOL. CLXXX JUNE 29, 1951 No. 5654 
PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
ARTICLES PAGE PAGE 
BooKS 927 | BRITAIN’s WATER RESOURCES 935 
CORRESPONDENCE as ae BRITISH WATERWORKS ASSO- 
TECHNICAL APPENDICES TO CIATION oo 8 ie. 
HousING MANUAL, 1949 .. 928 | WaTER SUPPLIES v- Sen 
MopEL BUILDING ByE-LAws 928 | “ FORERUNNER OF NATIONAL- 
CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS ISATION”’ .. fe <3. S30 
AND CRAFTS 928 OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 935 
Tue REPAIR OF CHURCHES 929 | IN PARLIAMENT = 936 
INCORPORATED CHURCH BUILDING OPERATIVES 936 
BUILDING SOCIETY .. 929 | News IN BRIEF 937 
ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION New COMPANIES 938 
COUNCIL se _. 930 | TRADE News j wae 
VISUAL EDUCATION .. . 930 ILLUSTRATIONS 
TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.. 931 PROPOSED Music’ CENTRE, 
HiGH Cost OF THE FESTIVA REGENT’S PARK, LONDON .. 915 
GARDENS .. by .. 932 | GAER - STELVIO NEIGHBOUR- 
OVERSEAS CONTRACTING 933 HOOD, Newport, Mon. .. 916 
RussiAN DEVELOPMENT 933 | BARREL VAULT ROOFED FAc- 
MODERN BUILDING EXHIBI- TORY, FOLKESTONE «« 920 
TION, CHESTER .- 934 | Four FLats, GLOUCESTER- 
N.F.B.T.E. HALF-YEARLY ROAD, S.W.7 - ou 
MEETING a .. 934 | THE KinG’s HEAD HOtEL, 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR APPRENTICES 934 GREAT BIRCHAM, NorFOLK 924 








THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE DEAN OF WESTMINSTER has appointed Mr. S. E. 
Dykes Bower, M.A. (Oxon.), F.S.A., A.A.Dipl., F.RALB.A., 
as Surveyor of the Fabric of Westminster Abbey. He succeeds 
Sir Charles Peers, who has resigned because of ill-health. p. 911 


MR. DALTON, Minister of Local Government and Planning, 
has appointed Sir Thomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., to be 
chairman of the Stevenage development corporation in succes- 
sion to Mrs. Monica Felton. p.911 


A MATTER of general principle, arising out of the case of an 
architect who wrote to a local authority asking that his name 
should be favourably considered for inclusion in a panel of 
architects if such were maintained by the authority, was referred 
back to the appropriat2 committee by the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom, at its 77th ordinary meeting on 
June 22. p. 930 


NO EVIDENCE was found, by the two firms of chartered accoun- 
tants appointed to investigate the finances of the Festival 
Pleasure Gardens, to suggest that the managements of any of the 
firms concerned had knowingly been parties to any irregularities 
which might have taken place at a lower level. p. 932 


MAKING A STATEMENT on the investment programme in the 


the Exchequer, said the housing -programme would be main- 
tained at 200,000 houses a year, but there might have to be some 
local interference with house building in the interests of defence 
work, p. 936 


SPEAKING on the operatives’-aim to ensure the nationalisation 
of the building industry, in his presidential address to the 
N.F.B.T.O. on June 26, Sir Luke Fawcett said that at the present 
time the industry was obviously failing to function as it should. 

p. 936 





House of Commons on June 21, Mr. Gaitskell, the Chancellor of 
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MODEL BYE-LAWS REVISION 


R. HUGH DALTON, Minister of Local Government 

and Planning, has announced his committee to assist 

in thé revision of the Model Building Bye-laws: it is a good 

committee and with its help the Minister should be able to 

maintain that high standard of work which the Ministry of 
Health has always upheld in the past. 


There are upwards of 1,400 local authorities with bye-law 
making powers, and the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning is the confirming authority for these bye-laws. The 
Ministry took over this responsibility, which derives from the 
1936 Public Health Act, in February of this year. Formerly it 
belonged to the Ministry of Health, whose last set of Model 
Byelaws for the guidance of local authorities was published 
in 1939. Under the 1936 Act, local authorities are required to 
review and, if necessary, revise their building bye-laws every ten 
years: the first compulsory revision was due in 1946, but the 
gap in local government administration and building experience 
caused by the war resulted in an inevitable postponement of 
that revision: to meet this unforeseen circumstance the existing 
bye-laws have been kept in force year by year by Orders made 
under section 68 of the 1936 Act. The model which Mr. Dalton 
is now preparing will be the basis, for the first compulsory 
revision of the Local Building Bye-laws. 


The years since 1936 have been very fruitful of building 
experience, brought about to an extent by the need for economy 
and for the effective use of every available building material. 
This vast experience has been made available in the valuable 
Post-War Study Reports published by the Ministry of Works, 
in reports and pamphlets from the Building Research Station, 
in many new British Standards and in Codes of Building Practice. 
One is glad, therefore, to see the British Standards Institution 
represented on the Minister’s Committee: as regards the 
Ministry of Works and the Building Research Station, which 
are not specifically represented on the Committee, we may 
confidently assume that, as Government is one and indivisible, 
their advice will be constantly sought; but the Codes of 
Practice are prepared by an independent Council of the profes- 
sional institutions in the industry, some of which are not repre- 
sented on the Ministry Committee. 


With the immense volume of published material now available, 
the building world is entitled to expect the new Model Bye-laws 
to be technically unimpeachable, but there is one point of 
principle that the Committee may wish to bear constantly in 
mind. The risk in building bye-laws is that they may tend to 
stabilise building practice and to hinder progress; the more 
perfect they are technically, the greater the risk. Architects 
have often emphasised this risk and the only adequate safeguard 
against it is to draft the clauses in building bye-laws which are 
penal in nature so that they require a standard of performance 
without specifying in detail how that standard is to be attained ; 
the penal clauses should then be followed by a statement that 
work done in accordance with this or that Standard or Code of 
Practice will be regarded as satisfying the required standard of 
performance. Thus, any new and improved method of construc- 
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tion which satisfies the Local Authority is readily admitted. 
This principle has been advocated for twenty years by Dr. Roland 
Woods and his collaborators, and it has proved completely 
satisfactory in the bye-laws relating to steel and reinforced 
concrete construction. It was, moreover, specifically said in 
the foreword to the Ministry of Health Model Bye-laws of 1939 
that ‘‘ the British Standards Institution have issued specifications 
of some materials with which the Model Bye-laws deal in general 
terms, and the Institute of Plumbers have issued specifications 
intended as a guide to carrying out plumbing work. These 
specifications will help in interpreting a bye-law where they are 
appropriate.” ‘Many more such “ specifications’? are now 
available and one may hope that the Minister will assist the 
industry by reference to them whenever possible in his new 
model as acceptable:methods of carrying out a bye-law, lea¥ing 
the bye-law itself to insist upon a standard of performance only. 


. 


THE FUTURE OF CHURCH BUILDING 


At a time when restrictions on building, during and following 

the war years, have saddled the Church with an immense 
liability for deferred repairs to cathedrals and parish churches, 
its financial problem has been aggravated by the need to build 
churches in the new towns and housing areas. It is stated in 
this booklet* that no fewer than 500 new churches may have to be 
provided within the next ten years—a period when it seems that 
costs of labour and materials are likely to be higher than ever 
before and when shortages of every kind may make good build- 
ing difficult. 

The Incorporated Church Building Society’s publication of 
one of its Honorary Consulting Architects’ views on the design 
of churches, that will have to be economical in form and con- 
struction without the sacrifice of essential architectural qualities, 
is timely as well as instructive. Mr. Knapp-Fisher has neces- 
sarily had to deal with the subject in general terms, but his advice 
is sound and he makes many points that particularly require 
emphasis. Perhaps the most fundamental is that a Christian 
church “is different, and should look different, from other 
buildings.”’ Failure to achieve this difference is the cause of 
that repellently secular aspect typical of so many churches 
erected in recent years: they inspire neither reverence nor awe 
because in architectural expression there is little to distinguish 
them from other public institutions. 


The expedient of ‘dual-purpose halls” is therefore most 
rightly deprecated; and it may be hoped indeed that no more of 
these unsatisfactory compromises will be built, for what on 
Saturday night is the scene of a whist drive or dance cannot be 
a church on Sunday morning. 

Not by presenting its ministrations almost as a branch‘ of the 
social services will the Church make any real advance. If it 
be true that “some of the main problems which face church 
builders are very similar to those which faced the early Christian 
missionaries in the fourth century . . . when the Church emerged 
from the catacombs ”’ it may be better that the implications of 
this state of affairs should be faced. Instead of seeking out, 
dike the Pharisees, the chief seats—the prominent corner sites 
and axial terminations so often allotted to places of worship in 
planning schemes—it is at least possible that the Church would 
lose little and, in quietude and sanctity, might gain much by 
being content with the lowest place. The attempt to rival in 
visible importance the municipal offices and the cinema has too 
frequently tended to produce structures of a flaunting preten- 
tiousness. To advertise is not necessarily to attract, and if 
financial constraints compel the erection of humbler houses of 
God, the discipline—architectural as well as spiritual—may 
be healthy. Many of the older chapels built by the early Non- 
conformists and, still more, the meeting-houses of the Quakers in 
secluded courts of country towns witness to the tranquil appeal 
that such simple buildings may exercise. And to-day, when shyness 





* “The Future of Church Building,” price Is. 6d. 
1.C.B.S. at 7, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. 


Obtainable from the 


THE BUILDER 


June 29 195; 


is one of the obstacles that keep from church many who won 
like to come, the small and homely chapel in a retired situation 
is often more popular than the larger and more imposing parish 
church. 


There will always, of course, be a place for fine churches, where 
funds exist to pay forthem. But these funds are likely to be a 
rare as architects capable of designing them. Normally jt 
will certainly be wise, as the author recommends, to accept 
limitation in size, however severe, as a controlling factor in the 
design from the start. The temporary walls that have becom 
in effect permanent disfigurements to so many incomplete 
churches in the suburbs of towns are a dreary testimony to the 
vanity of pious but ill-judged aspirations. 

It may be hoped that limitation in size may also serve to check 
the tiresome propensity of some clergy to experiment. A church 
is not like the sitting-room of a private house in which the posi. 
tion of the furniture may be varied at. will. Movable altar 
fonts and pulpits are becoming not just a fetish but an abuse: 
the arrangement of a church should be thought out correetl 
from the start and, if it is right, the less alteration the better, 
Ideas and taste change, but not invariably for the better; ther 
is often a very great deal to be said for letting well alone. 


LABOUR AND THE MACHINE 


MAN has always feared the machine, believing, like Samuel 

Butler, that he may end by becoming subservient to it. 
How best he may learn to conquer his fears is, in this age of 
high mechanisation, a major problem. No industry stands to 
gain more by accepting mechanisation as an ally instead of 
treating it as a potential enemy than the building trades, which 
is why the description of “‘ labour-serving ’’ rather than “ labour 
saving ’’ which the London Master Builders’ Association has 
decided to adopt assumes a real importance. 


Mechanisation of those trades in which the aid of the machine 
may properly be invoked in this country lags far behind other 
lands. This is often excused on the grounds that the quality of 
craftsmanship must be protected ; may not another explana. 
tion be fear that the machine will put the man out of work? 
We have sympathy with those that hold this view but believe 
that they are mistaken. So costly is building, through causes 
which seem to be beyond our grasp, that the factor within our 
control—increased output, using mechanisation as one of its 
means—is essential. Paradoxically, stretching the job out is the 
one certain way to bring unemployment, by putting the brake 
on new building. Mechanisation in building means higher out- 
put for the same effort ; it does not mean using machines to 
produce the same output with less effort by the individual. 
Realisation by the operatives that machinery’s true purpose is to 
serve labour, not to save it, could mean a fresh and more realistic 
approach to a vital question of our time. 





LONDON 
ARCHITECTURE 
MEDAL AWARD 


THE Jury entrusted by the 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects with the award of 
the London Architecture 
Bronze Medal have made 
their award for the period 
of three years ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1950, in favour of 
the Westminster City Cour 
cil’s Housing Scheme at Pim- 
lico, of which two blocks of 
flats were completed during 
1950. The scheme was 
designed by Messrs. A. J. P. 
- Powell and J. H. Moya, 
AA.R.I.B.A. 





Messrs. A. }. P. Powell (right) and ¥. H.Moya. 
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HOUSING SCHEME AT PIMLICO, FOR WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL, for which the London Architecture Medal has 
been awarded to Messrs. A. J. P. Powell and }. H. Moya, AA.R.I.B.A. 





NOTES anp NEWS 


Westminster Abbey Surveyorship 


SIR CHARLES PEERS has resigned 
because of ill-health from the office of 
Surveyor of the Fabric of Westminster 
Abbey, which he has held since 1935. 
The Dean of Westminster has appointed 
Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, M.A. (Oxon.), 
FS.A., A.A.Dipl., F.R.I.B.A., of Quendon 
Court, Quendon, Essex, to succeed him. 
Among holders of this office, equivalent 
to that of consulting architect, were 
Wren, Hawksmoor, Sir Gilbert Scoit, J. M. 
Micklethwaite, W. R. Lethaby and _ Sir 
Walter Tapper. 

Messrs. Seely and Paget will continue to 
be responsible to the Dean and Chapter for 
reconstruction of the eanery and _ the 
houses in the Little Cloister. 


Chairman of Stevenage Corporation 

Mr. DALTON, Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, has appointed Sir 
Thomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., to be 
chairman of the Stevenage development 
corporation in succession to Mrs. Monica 
Felton. He will continue as chairman of the 
Crawley development corporation, a post he 
has held since February, 1947. 


Central School of Arts and Crafts 


_ ITS WELL-EARNED achievements in many 
Important art competitions stand as 
Positive evidence of the high standard 
of work produced by the L.C.C. Central 





School of Arts and Crafts. The exhibition 
of work now on view at the school will 
serve to convince most visitors that its 
reputation is still soaring. Additional accom- 
modation has been made available this year 
for the display of work, and a wide and 
varied range is to be seen. 

It is interesting to consider some of the 
successes of the school in 1950. Four bur- 
saries of £150 each were awarded to students 
of the Central School in the Royal Society 
of Arts Industrial Art Bursaries Competition, 
which was open to all art students in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and also to 
young designers in industry. And for four 
years in succession a student from _ this 
school has won the Domestic Solid-Fuel- 
Burning Appliance Section. 

All three prizes in the Council of Indus- 
trial Design’s International Poster Exhibition 
(which opens on June 30) have been won 
by students of the school, and a London 
textile firm recently purchased 12 designs 
from students. 

These splendid achievements reflect credit 
not only upon the students and _ staff 
of the school but also upon the L.C.C., 
whose policy of allowing complete freedom 
of choice in the running of the school is 
producing fruitful results. 


Cheyne-walk River Wall 


A FAVOURITE SUBJECT for artists will dis- 
appear when plans for rebuilding the river 
wall in Cheyne-walk, between Battersea 
Bridge and Old Ferry Wharf, are put into 


effect. The proposal, which came before 
Chelsea Borough Council on Wednesday, is 
necessitated by the dangerous condition of 
the wall, which, in the Borough Engineer’s 
view, must be rebuilt within the next two 
years. The opportunity will be taken, by 
building the new wall farther out on to the 
foreshore, to widen Cheyne-walk and to 
provide an open space. 


The National Theatre 


THE QUEEN will lay the foundation-stone 
of the National Theatre on July 13, it was 
announced by the joint council of the 
National Theatre and the Old Vic on June 
25. Her Majesty will deputise for the King, 
whose convalescence is continuing. The 
theatre is to be built on the site of the South 
Bank Exhibition after temporary buildings of 
the festival have been cleared. Construction 
is expected to take about three years. The 
National Theatre Act, passed by Parliament 
last year, authorises the Government to con- 
tribute £1m. towards the cost. The architect 
for the theatre is Mr. Brian O’Rorke, A.R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Repairs to Parish Churches 


THE PILGRIM TRUST'S decision, an- 
nounced in the twentieth annual report, not 
to entertain any more applications for aid 
in repairing churches, other than cathedrals, 
serves to underline the seriousness of the 
conditions of many churches throughout the 
country as a result of years of neglect occa- 
sioned by the war and the mounting cost of 
repairs. The report states that it has become 
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manifest to the trustees that “the problem 
of the upkeep of the parish churches of 
England has reached such a magnitude that 
it must be dealt with on a national basis. 
Anything that the trustees could do would 
merely touch the fringe of the need. The 
matter concerns the whole nation.” 

In 1950 grants made by the trust for the 
preservation of ancient buildings and records 
amounted to £104,923 out of the year’s total 
grants of £143,823. Grants for ecclesiastical 
buildings were £62,037, the highest figure 
since the war, mainly because seven cathe- 
drals were given assistance in the year. Grants 
towards the repair of thirty churches 
totalled £16,187. When last year appeals 
from parish churches exceeded all previous 
totals it became clear, the report states, “ that 
it was impossible for the trustees to cope 
with them without invidious discrimination 
or over-spending the income of the trust.” 

The report emphasises that the fact that 
the present times are bad cannot justify 
the postponement of their work, as “each 
year of delay in tackling the national 
problem on the scale it demands merely 
concerns the bill that will ultimately have 
to be paid.” The trustees state that they 
would “not be backward” in making their 
contribution towards any national scheme 
that might be desired. 

The report also enters a plea for Govern- 
ment action to give effect to the recommen- 
dations of the Gowers Committee on houses 
of historic or architectural interest. 


Floodlighting Notre Dame 

WHEN, as part of the reconstruction of 
Paris in the last century planned by Hauss- 
mann, the old houses around the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame were pulled down, there was 
an outcry against vandalism. The open 
square is being used this year on June 30, 
and on 13 successive nights, for the peform- 
ance of the mystery play “ Le Vray Mystére 
de la Passion” by Arnoul Gréban. This 
had previously been presented in 1937 and 
1938. It is a fifteenth-century mystery play. 
There will be an auditorium of 6,000 seats 
and nearly 1,000 actors, singers and. dancers 
are to take part. The Cathedral will form 
the back drop. 

Many Frenchmen consider that the soul 
was taken out of Notre Dame when, under 
the town planners, all the buildings between 
Notre Dame and the Palais were demolished, 
including seven churches, and where around 
the square were built the prison-like Town 
Hall, the grim Police Station and, on the 
south, the over-ornamental Chamber of 
Commerce. Notre Dame itself as restored 
by Viollet-le-Duc is being floodlighted this 
year. Here, again, this is criticised by the 
French who consider that -the projectors 
reverse the shadows and make the Cathedral 
look as if it were built of cardboard with- 
out colour or relief. 


Housing in Under-developed Areas 

IF there is any comfort in the knowledge, 
we may reflect that shortage of housing and 
building materials is a world-wide problem, 
by no means confined to this country or to 
those that suffered in the war. The under- 
developed areas have their special problems, 
and any practical solution must be by means 


of low-cost building in, largely, local 
materials. 
Building in rammed earth, traditional 


practice in many parts of the world, would 
appear to offer at least a partial solution, 
particularly if the defects usually associated 
with this material could be overcome. With 
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this in mind, “Housing and Town and 
Country Planning,” Bulletin No. 4, issued by 
the United Nations Department cf Social 
Affairs, New York, devotes a_ series of 
articles on research into rammed earth tech- 
nique in France, the United States and parts 
of Africa. 

The articles examine the traditional 
methods, which can often be quite simply 
improved upon by the application of a little 
extra skill, and describe the application of 
soil stabilisation, by the addition of Port- 
land. cement, etc., to the various forms of 
earth-wall construction. The _ illustrations 
of modern earth-wall buildings in Africa 
and elsewhere leave no doubt that buildings 
of a higher standard, as well as of the more 
primitive kind, can be constructed in this 
material, and it would appear that prejudice 
against earth as a building material is un- 
necessarily strong provided the right tech- 
niques are followed. 


Housing the “ Problem ” Family 


THE heavy cost of maintenance and repair 
of public buildings, especially flats, which 
have been wilfully damaged by tenants, 
causes concern to many local authorities. 
It is sad to think of pleasant dwellings being 
in a presentable state for only a short time. 
The majority of home seekers would, of 
course, treat a new home with the utmost 
care, but the housing waiting lists will 
inevitably contain a few undesirable ele- 
ments. 

A block of “ indestructible ” flats to house 
.some of their “problem ” families is to be 
erected by the Torquay Town Council. These 
flats will have concrete floors and skirtings 
and small window panes, which features, it 
is expected, will withstand the hard wear 
and tear to which they will be subjected. 
No doubt, other housing authorities con- 
cerned with troublesome tenants might gain 
some useful ideas from this scheme. 

Since housing accommodation of one kind 
or another must be provided for the less 
enlightened section of the population, it is 
surely right that it should take the form of 
a structure which is as nearly as possible 
“ indestructible,” even though the design 
may suffer as a consequence. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, July 2 
Mars Group.—‘‘ Modern Developments in Archi- 


tecture and Town Planning,’’ by Professor Walter 
Gropius, R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-pl., W.1. 6 p.m. 


Tuesday, July 3 


LONDON Society.—Annual meeting. 
Hall, London Bridge. 5.30 p.m. 


Wednesday, July 4 





Fishmongers’ 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES _EM- 
PLOYERS.—Half-yearly meeting. Rex Hotel, Whitley 
Bay, Northumberland. 

R.I.C.S.—Opening of Summer Meeting, London. 


12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS GOLFING SOCIETY.— 
Summer meeting. Walton Heath Golf Club. 

LoNDON County CounciL.—Mr. Eric Westbrook, on 
Battersea Park sculpture exhibition. Woolwich Poly- 


technic, Wellington-street, S.E.18. 7.30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 5 
A.A.—“ The Architecture of North Africa,” by Mr. 


G. E. Kidder Smith, A.A., Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
8 p.m. 

R.I.C.S.—Annual dinner. Dorchester Hotel, W.1. 
8 p.m. "3 
Friday, July 6 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS.—Week- 
end course for architectural students. Missenden Abbey, 
Great Missenden, Bucks. 4 p.m. Continuing until 
July 8. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Annual summer 
meeting. Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 5.15 p.m. 
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Georgian Group’s Difficulties mens 

YET ANOTHER worthy society to fee] ¢ | githi 
pinch of rising prices and the high cost o,/,aatu! 
administration is the Georgian Group, _ p| witht 
the report for 1950, just published, an appeqi| ¥¢!0 
is made for increased membership to allow| #8 
the Group’s work to continue, and existiny|pa0!© 
members are asked to urge their friends tg “direc 
join. It is, however, encouraging that jp} In 
1950 the membership increased by about 93} jaclu 
and total income was correspondingly higher| retut 
but expenditure increased, too, and income| that 
and expenditure were about equal. Fears) must 
for the future thus centre round the gtjjj| “Th 
higher costs and prices that seem inevitable! coult 

The report records that in the summer the! 
Mr. A. W. Acworth, F.S.A., the honorary| the 
treasurer, again took to the road, and in the| t0 P! 
course of five excursions, covering nearly| alten 
4,000 miles, visited every English county b¢ | 
except Rutland. The tours enabled him to, theif 
learn at first hand of the sort of difficulties, beau 
which building owners and planning officers) mom 
are meeting in their efforts to protect the| ¢mco 
nation’s building heritage, and to report to| ass¢! 
the Executive Committee accordingly. Ap| rou 
organisation that inspires such hard-working| '0 t 
devotion surely deserves the support it needs| them 
to continue its activities. Th 
defic! 
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Glasgow Acquisition 

A FINE EXAMPLE, in Ingram-street, ot 
the tea rooms in Glasgow which Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928) designed for 
Miss K. Cranston, has been acquired by 
the Corporation in order that his architec- 
tural and decorative work may be preserved, 
It is proposed that part will be let asa 
restaurant and another section to a society 
or club, having cultural aims, for exhibitions 
or meetings, with the condition that it must 
be open at certain times to inspection by 
the public. This was one of several such 
establishments which the architect designed 
for this discerning pioneer, who early recog- 
nised his outstanding ability. 

Mackintosh’s chief work is the Glasgow 
School of Art, which commission he won 
in an open competition in 1894. This 
showed great originality and inventiveness 
was in advance of its time, externally, and 
was widely acclaimed as of outstanding 
merit. The interior, as in most of his tea 
rooms, is in the Art Nouveau style. His 
pioneer work was admired on the Continent. 
especially in Germany, and inspired much 
of the functionalism of the post-war period 
of 1918. It is noteworthy that Mackintosh 
designed furniture and everything down to 
the table appointments of these tea-rooms, 
He was also a skilful artist in water-colou 
and black and white. i 


Preservation of Open Spaces 

THE INROADS made in recent years inti 
commons for the purposes of Service trait 
ing areas or for growing of crops, which if 
some instances “seem destined to becoms 
permanent,” were the subject of comment ilf 
a recent issue of the Journal of the Com 
mons, Open Spaces and Footpaths Preser 
vation Society. In these circumstances the 
Society found it necessary to restate its poliq 
in regard to commons, which can be sutt 
marised as to champion the rights of th 
commons and to insist on their indispens 
ability as open spaces for public recreatiol 
at all levels—parochial, county, regional and 
national. 

At a time when “every acre is expecttt 
to make its contribution to the nation# 
wellbeing ” the Society has done well to cal 
attention to the fact that we are “if 
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mensely fortunate, as a nation, in having 
githin our frontiers these wide tracts of 
(jatural scenery which we have inherited, 
without cost, from an early stage in our de- 
and it would be a national 
disaster if we were to relinquish any appreci- 
able part of this heritage for any but the 
direct necessity.” 

In the April issue of the Journal, which 
includes the annual report, the Society 
returns to the subject, and draws the moral 
that if we wish to save our commons, we 
must see that they are properly cared for. 
“The time is past when the local common 
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the manor,’ where the lord of the manor and 
the commoners took whatever it happened 
to produce without its receiving any care or 
attention whatever; and so, while it would 
be deplorable if the commons were to lose 
their special qualities of open-ness and 
beauty, it is essential that owners, com- 
moners and local authorities should be 
encouraged to look upon them as valuable 
assets of the community both as grazing 
grounds and open spaces for recreation, and 
to take appropriate measures to preserve 
them,” the Journal states. 


The Society’s annual report 
deficit of over £1,446 on the year. 


shows a 


Ashpitel Prize Award 


Tue R.I-B-A. announce that the Ashpitel 
Prize, which consists of books to the value 
of £20 awarded to the candidate who, taking 
the final examination to qualify as an asso- 
ciate, most highly distinguishes himself 
among the candidates in the final examina- 
tions of the year, has been awarded to Mr. 
David William Hubert, A.R.I.B.A. (the 
School of Architecture, the Polytechnic, 
Regent-street, London). 
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CONTROL OF BUILDING 
OPERATIONS .ORDER 


The Minister of Works has made an 
Order (The Control of Building Opera- 
tions (No. 16) Order (S.IL. 1951 No. 1082), 
Stationery Office, price 3d.) which con- 
tinues in force the present exemption 
limits below which’ work can be done 
without building licence or authorisa- 
tion. During the period July 1, 1951, to 
June 30, 1952, work may be done on any 
property without a building licence if the 
cost of the work, together with the cost 
of any previous work carried out on the 
property without a licence in the period, 
does not exceed £100 or, in the case of 
“designated buildings,” £500. The 
definitions of the two classes of “ desig- 
nated buildings” are unchanged and 
cover, generally speaking, buildings used 
or intended to be used wholly for indus- 
trial or agricultural purposes. The recent 
statement of the Chancellor 6f the Ex- 
chequer on the banning of new offices and 
building projects for entertainment pur- 
poses costing more than £5,000 is reported 
“In Parliament ” on page 936. 











Queen's Hall to be Rebuilt 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
announced in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday that the Queen’s Hall is to be rebuilt 
to provide a national concert hall and musical 
centre which will include a memorial to Sir 
Henry Wood. He said it was proposed that 
the new Queen’s Hall should seat 3,500, with 
room for another 1,000 under promenade 
conditions, and including qa small hall seating 
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about 1,100 for recitals and chamber music. 
The cost, at present-day prices, is estimated 
at £1,000,000 to £1,500,000. Mr. Gaitskell 
said that under present conditions it was not 
possible to say when the work could begin. 
The architect is Mr. Joseph Emberton, 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Professional Announcement 
Mr. A. N. WoopwarbD, A.R.I.C.S., chartered quantity 


surveyor, has moved his office to 81a Corbets Tey-road, 
Upminster, Essex. Tel. : Upminster 192. 


FROM “THE. BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, June 28, 1851. 


““ SHALL WE KEEP THE CRYSTAL PALACE?” 
—An able, and it appears a well-known, 
though anonymous, writer, under the title 
of Denarius, formally puts this question to 
the public vote in a brochure wherein he 
himself pleads strongly in the affirmative. 
** Shall we keep the Crystal Palace, and have 
riding and walking in all weathers among 
flowers, fountains, and sculpture?” That 
is the taking title of the pamphlet, and in 
itself it deprecates all denial . . . we should 
deeply regret that a building so great and so 
capable of useful appropriation, either as a 
winter garden, as first suggested in our own 
columns indeed, or otherwise, even as a mere 
sheltered riding ground, should at once be 
cleared away. 


OBITUARY 


Claude St. John Garle Miller, A.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Claude St. John Garle Miller, A.R.I.B.A., of 
Haywards Heath, Sussex. 
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EXHIBITION OF INDUSTRIAL POWER, KELVIN HALL, GLASGOW. 


Hulme Chadwick, A.R.C.A., Designer. 


An impression of the coal section. 


(This Exhibition was reviewed in our last issue.) 
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Suggested layout of site. 


PROPOSED MUSIC CENTRE, REGENT’S PARK, LONDON 





HGPE BAGENAL, D.C.M., F.R1I.B.A.,. HONORARY ARCHITECT 


/ 


RAWINGS on these pages illustrate preliminary 
plans for a Music Centre which the Iondon 
Society suggest should be erected in Regent’s Park in 
conformity with the Gorell Report (1947) on the future 
of the terraces which, in para. 63, stated: ‘‘ We recom- 
mend that as soon as possible the site of Someries house, 
Cambridge-gate and Cambridge-terrace should be cleared, 
together with buildings behind, so as to give a frontage 
to Albany-street, and that a Music Centre should be 
erected upon it.”” Such a centre, the London Society 
believe, is required for medium-sized orchestras, for 
chamber music and for recitals ; it would provide accom- 
modation for choral rehearsals, teaching rooms and prac- 
tice rooms, also for lectures and conferences. 


Following investigations and discussions with bodies 
such as the Commissioners of Crown Lands, the Ministry 
of Works, the L.C.C. and the St. Pancras Borough 
Council, the Society asked Mr. Hope Bagenal, D.C.M., 
F.R.I.B.A., to act as hon. architect and to make sketch 
plans. In a leaflet now issued (from which our 
illustrations are reproduced) the foilowing comments are 
made :— 


“The access to the Music Centre from all parts of 
London is good. It is fed by two underground stations 
and at least six bus routes. Mr. Bagenal in his plans has 
not indicated the elevations in detail. The London 
Society hopes that whatever the future may bring they 
will be designed in accord with the atmosphere of Regent’s 
Park and the Regency tradition. The opening to the 
Park must inevitably divide the building in two. This 
is here accepted, and asunken garden will provide the kind 
of green link indicated in the Gorell Report. The two 
sections of the Music Centre are connected by a covered 
way. Above, a public way on the north side will be used 


by perambulators and other through traffic making for 
the Park. ‘Thus there will be some peace and quiet in 
the sunken garden ; it will also be open to the public. 


“* Coming to the buildings, on the south side two halls 
are provided. One is a medium-sized concert hall 
projecting out to Nash’s advanced building line and seat- 
ing 760 convertible to 1,100. The other is designed as a 
music theatre for experimental opera, or, by making use of 
the ramped seating, as a rehearsal room for choirs. In 
both the space for musicians behind platform opens 
upon a garden. This garden will also be used by the 
headquarters of the various music societies which it is 
proposed should eventually occupy the Albany-street 
houses suitably converted. These societies, now scat- 
tered in different parts of London, might benefit by being 
brought together in agreeable surroundings. Con- 
nected with the larger hall there is a promenade and tea 
terrace adjoining a restaurant. On floors above, provision 
is made, as shown on the plans, for chamber music 
rooms and rehearsal rooms. Crossing by the covered 
way we reach the northern block designed to serve as. 
club, as conference quarters, and as music library with 
stack room above. Members’ rooms, changing rooms, 
a lecture and large conference-room are included, and on 
the top floor there are a series of practice rooms. A 
secretaries’ block, low in height, connects this with the 
Cambridge-terrace houses which it is proposed should be 
converted into a hostel for music students. 


“It will be seen that this is a comprehensive scheme, 
outlining the requirements, and designed to serve and 
enhance the musical life of London. The Committee 
commend it to the consideration of all who have at heart 
the amenities of London and the well-being of English 
music. 
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Flat-roofed stepped terrace houses. 


GAER-STELVIO NEIGHBOURHOOD, NEWPORT, MON. 
Awarded an M.O.H. Housing Medal, 1951 
JOHNSON BLACKETT, F.R.I.B.A.. BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


Geographical Features.—Newport is situated at the adjoining the River Usk, reserved for industrial 
junction of the flat Severn plain and the steeply development. Sites for new neighbourhoods, there- 
rising hinterland. Most of the undeveloped flat fore, have had to be found on the steep and undula- 
land extending to the Severn is low lying and subject ting hillsides, creating some interesting problems. 
to flooding and where suitable for building and Contour Planning.—Single-sided terraces or rows 








BEDROOM 2 






Plan of three-bedroom terrace house. 
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View of curved terrace arrangement on the steeply rising site. 
(. '~ o 


of paired dwellings, curved to follow closely the con- 
tours, were the logical solution to economic develop- 
ment of this type of land, and basically this principle 
has been adhered to in development plans, and has 
produced pleasingly informal layouts and interesting 
street patterns. 

Gaer-Stelvio Neighbourhood.—Located one and a 
half miles southwest of the town centre and planned 
to provide accommodation for a new population of 
3,900 persons on a total site area of 163 acres and 
(including adjoining existing development) to form 
a neighbourhood of 8,300 persons, the scheme will 
provide a gross density of 24 persons per acre, and 
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an average net residential density on new develop- 
ment of 40 persons per acre. Dwelling units vary 
in capacity to give accommodation to different family 
sizes and consist in the main of flat-roofed terraced 
housing, but included in the scheme are traditional 
pitched-roof housing, B.I.S.F. housing, Arcon 
temporary bungalows and three-storey, two-bedroom 
flats (proposed). The neighbourhood centre in- 
cludes sites for community, health and shopping 
centres, churches, cinema and public house, etc. 
Small groups of localised shopping centres will 
also be provided. A new primary school (nearing 
completion) is grouped with the existing infants’ 
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Layout of Gaer-Stelvio Neighbourhood, Newport. 
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View of a typical curved terrace. Below: A straight terrace. 


school. Public open space is provided within the 
area by the retention of two sections of parkland and 
by the extensive Tredegar Park adjoining. 
Flat-Roofed Housing—Terraced or Paired.—Exter- 
nal walls are of cavity construction with brick 
outer and breeze or hollow clay block inner skins. 
Internal partitions are of breeze or hollow clay block. 
Ground floors are concrete, finished with coloured 
asphalt tiles. First floors are of timber joists and 
T.G. boarding as are the flat roofs, which are in- 





sulated with quilt and covered with two-ply roofing 
felt. Windows and built-in fitments are wood to 
standard E.J.M.A. details. Water and space heating 
is provided by an Ideal Neofire supplying No. 2 
radiators. Flues are provided for two gas fires in 
main bedrooms. 

Pitched-Roofed Houses in Pairs.—The construc- 
tion is similar to the above with the following 
exceptions: Main roof is clay tiles on untearable 
roofing felt. Outhouse roof is corrugated asbestos 
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Pitched roof houses in pairs. 


on timber purlins, and water heating is by back 
boiler to open fire in the living-room. 

Variation in elevational form and texture has been 
achieved by varying the design of entrance porches, 
and the colour washing of external walls as an alter- 
native to facing brickwork. Front gardens are 
unfenced, planted informally and maintained by the 
local authority. Mr. T. J. Scully, M.I.C.W., was 
clerk of works. 

Messrs. Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd., 
of London, were the general contractors for 263 
flat-roofed houses (terraced or paired), and Messrs. 
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Ground-floor plan of four-bedroom semi-detached house, 
with living-room and dining space. 


G. P. Trentham, Ltd., of Cardiff, for 52 pitched- 
roofed houses (in pairs). The following firms were 
engaged as sub-contractors in connection with the 
above schemes : 


Bricks and hollow-clay pots, London Brick Co., Star 
Brick and Tile Co. ; sanitary fittings, South Wales Builders’ 
Supply Co., Ltd.; roof covering, Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 
W. N. Small (Newport), Ltd. ; roof insulation, Fibreglass, 
Ltd. ; internal plumbing, A. Higginbotham and Sons, 
Ltd., Arthur Scull and Son, Ltd. ; electrical installation, 
Potter, Fowler and Co., Ltd., Electrical Repairs and 
Installations Co. ; joinery, Magnet Timber, Ltd.; pre- 
cast concrete, British Dominion Fire Engineering Co., Ltd. 

















First-floor plan of three-bedroom semi-detached house 
with side outhouse. 
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View from the north-east. 


BARREL VAULT ROOFED FACTORY, FOLKESTONE 


for the London Knitwear Company 


TROUP AND STEELE, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


HE general requirements in this scheme were: A per- 
manent structure, at low cost, to provide the maximum 
amount of daylighting for the factory space with as little 
‘** typical factory’ atmosphere as possible ; the factory 
space to be capable of extension to at least double its present 
size all on the ground floor, advantage being taken to 
provide a sea-view from the offices and future canteen all 
on the first floor. 

Reinforced concrete construction was selected owing to 
the scarcity of steel to be allocated to a factory of this 
nature and particularly as a barrel vault roof complied with 
the general requirements. Owing to the nature of the site, 
foundations are of mass concrete, with reinforced concrete 
ground beams, and the ground floor is a floating reinforced 
slab. The first floor, roof slab and staircase were cast in situ, 
and all floor finishes are in Doloment jointless flooring. 
The three barrels are entirely isolated from the remaining 
structure by expansion joints. All columns were cast with 
2 in. by 2 in. vertical nibs, to receive the cavity of the 11-in. 
brick panels, and ground beams with 44 in. by 3 in. nibs 
on the inner face to weather the base of the cavity. Cills 
and lintols were cast in situ and all external concrete was 
stoned to a fine finish, no other treatment being applied. 





The barrel vault roof. 


Internal partitions, generally, are of metal, except where 
required otherwise structurally or by bye-law, and the 
brickwork is left fairface in the whole of the factory and 
storage space. Insulation board permanent shuttering was 
used for the soffit of the barrel roofs. 

The building is heated electrically by unit heaters in the 
factory and adjacent spaces, and by tubes in the private 
offices. Water heating is by gas instantaneous heaters in 
the small lavatories and kitchen and an electrical storage 
cistern in the main lavatory. Electrical sub-mains are 
carried under the floor in piping, with feeds to machine 
benches, etc., buried in the floor screed. The lighting 
conduit is surfaced. 

The cost was approximately £30,350, and the general 
contractors were Messrs. O. Marx and Son, Ltd., of 
Folkestone. The sub-contractors were as follows : 

R. C. design, Barrel Vault Roofs (Designs), Ltd. ; concretors, Stuart’s 
Granolithic Co., Ltd. ; plumbers, W. H. Gascoigne and Co., Ltd. ; 
partitions and canteen equipment, Rowe Bros. ; roofing felt, D. Anderson 
and Son, Ltd. ; top lights, Mellowes and Co., Ltd. ; windows, W. James 
and Co., Ltd. ; metal door frames, Morris-Singer Co., Ltd. ; doors, 
Drytone Joinery Co. ; ironwork, H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd. ; 
floor finish, Jaconello, Ltd. ; electrical, Drake and Gorham, Ltd. ; sani- 
tary fittings, William E. Farrer, Ltd. ; racking, Acrow (Engineers), Ltd. 





Interior view of roof. 
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BARREL VAULT ROOFED FACTORY, FOLKESTONE 














FOUR FLATS 


GLOUCESTER ROAD, 


S.W.7 


J. J. DE SEGRAIS, F.R.1.B.A., 


ARCHITECT 


MONG the many private houses 
that were destroyed in Glou- 
cester-road by flying bombs in 1945 
was No. 147, upon the site of which 
the building now illustrated was 
recently completed. Before it was 
bombed, No. 147 consisted of a 
large private residence comprising 
three reception rooms, 10 bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and kitchen with 
domestic staff accommodation in the 
basement. 


The property whick now replaces 
this large house is a compact block 
of four self-contained flats with 
boiler room and storage space in the 
basement. The flats themselves have 
been designed to meet with up-to- 
date requirements and provide one 
large living-dining room, two bed- 
rooms, kitchen and bathroom all 
serviced through a squarish entrance 
hall in a central position in each flat. 
The bedrooms face east and the 
living-dining room west. The con- 
struction is of solid brickwork with 
concrete floors. roof and staircase. 
Very adequate fenestration, consist- 
ing of standard metal casement 
windows with friction hinges, has 
been provided to allrooms. Ventila- 
tion to the inner hall in each flat 
is by means of air ducts. 


The floors in the living-room, 
bedrooms and hall are finished with 
European Beech blocks and in the 
kitchen and bathroom with Semtex 
tiles. The staircase is finished with 
Semtex special lino with aluminium 
nosing strips with rubber infillings. 
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Front elevation. 


All the plumbing work was planned 
at rear of the premises with short 
branches to service the bathrooms 
and kitchens. The flats are cen- 
trally heated by means of a coke- 
fired boiler in the basement, pro- 
vision, however, having been made 
for gas and oil supply should an 
alternative system of heating be 
required. 


The facing bricks to the front 
elevation are hand-made silver greys 
and to the side and rear elevations 
white Gault facings. Constant hot 
water is provided by means of an 
independent 30 gal. electric immer- 
sion water heater in each flat. Both 
the front and rear gardens have been 


attractively laid out with the foot- 
paths dressed over with Noelite 
paving slabs of different shades. 


The principal contractors were 
Messrs. B. R. Palmer and Co., and 
the following were the principal sub- 
contractors : 


Pre-cast floor and roof beams, 
Concrete, Ltd.; metal windows, Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd.; central heating 
installation, Ellis (Kensington), Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, Edward Girdler, 
Ltd.; block flooring, Bennett’s Wood 
Flooring (Tungit) Co., Ltd.; facing 
bricks (front elevation), High Brooms 
Brick and Tile Co., Ltd.; facing bricks 
(side and rear elevations), Fisons, Ltd.; 
and sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and 
Sons, Ltd. 
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Front elevation. 


THE KING’S HEAD HOTEL, GREAT BIRCHAM, 


NORFOLK 


B. W. TURNBULL AND PARTNERS, F/L.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


HE People’s Refreshment House Association, Ltd., 
undertook just over two years ago the management of 
the ‘* King’s Head ”’ Inn, situated in the delightful village 
of Great Bircham, the major part of the village having just 
previously been acquired by H.M. the King, and added to 
his Sandringham estate. P.R.H.A. (as the company is 
more commonly known) is an association formed in 1896 
to conduct the management of public houses on reformed 
lines. The principles mainly are to conduct inns as places 
of refreshment without extending priority to intoxicants, 
and to limit the dividend on share capital to five per cent. 
As a result the association is constantly spending money on 
its premises in excess of what would normally be regarded 
as the minimum. Consequently, within the limits pre- 
scribed by the Licensing Regulations, P.R.H.A. decided 
thoroughly to modernise the premises without spoiling 
their existing charm. 

The King’s Head, which dates back to 1860, was, before 
the recent alterations, a typical, rather dark country pub. 
Externally the walls had received some neutral decorative 
treatment, which had no merit of its own and completely 
obscured the natural beauty and warmth of the local Norfolk 
red bricks. The roof tiling, mainly in Norfolk pantiles, 
was in poor condition, and much dry rot was present. 
Water had to be carted from a well some distance away 
and soil drainage was non-existent. An outbuilding was 
first made usable as a temporary bar, after which, apart 
from sleeping accommodation of a temporary nature for the 
manager and his family, the main building was vacated 


and handed over to the contractors. A septic tank was 
constructed and drainage provided, serving a new lavatory 
block in the yard near to the tap room, and a new toilet 
block constructed at the rear of the main entrance hall, and 
new toilet accommodation, including residents’ bathroom 
on the first floor. Completion of the new work coincided 
with the laying past the premises of a new water main, part 
of the large district water scheme put in hand by the Docking 
R.D.C., and hot and cold running water was provided to 
the bar, kitchen, still room, bathroom, toilets and all 
bedrooms. All woodwork and joinery affected by dry rot 
was cut out and made good, including considerable work 
to the roofs. The existing saloon bar was stripped out and 
redesigned. The new bar was formed in 2-in. red briquettes 
with a hardwood top and framing above, including leaded- 
light wings. A specially designed bar-back fitting was 
constructed to match and was fitted with cross reeded glass 
mirrors. The fireplaces were reconstructed in 2-in. red 
briquettes to match, and were provided with special wrought 
iron dog grates. All of the new joinery in the bars, dining- 
room, toilet block and main hali was in hardwood and 
specially detailed. The main staircase was reconstructed 
to detail, including hardwood handrail to match the joinery. 
The entire roof was covered with felt and retiled with red 
hand-made clay tiles. Except for the dining-room and 
manager’s office, the whole of the ground floor was covered 
with Marley floor tiles. The kitchen was modernised and 
is now provided with an Esse cooker and built-in cupboards 
and cabinets. The entire premises were redecorated. All 
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View of bar lounge. 


Entrance doorway. Entrance lobby. 
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walls except to kitchen, tap-room and toilets were papered, 
and all paintwork finished in cream, except hardwood which 
was waxed. Externally the walls were finished in flat white 
and paintwork in cream and black and a new, specially 
designed inn-sign, approved by the King, was erected. 
To save timber a reinforced concrete post was made for this 
purpose. The wrought ironwork to the sign incorporates 
in its design His Majesty's monogram. The licensing 


restrictions set a limit to what could be done, but the work 
carried out has successfully converted the old, rather dull 
pub intoa light, pleasant inn without any modern vulgarity. 











The general contractors were Messrs. Allnatt (London), 
Ltd. Among the principal sub-contractors were : 


Floor tiling, Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; plastering, Cread and Cahil ; 
electrical installation, Eastern Electricity Board. Principal suppliers 
included : Joinery and doors, Bristow and Copley, Ltd., and Walter 
Lawrence and Son, Ltd. ; roof tiles, Jewson and Sons, Ltd., and G. 
Tucker and Son, Ltd. ; carved electric light fittings, John W. Holmes ; 
leaded lights and showcase mirrors, Aygee, Ltd. ; electric clock move- 
ments, Mains Time Co., Ltd. ; wallpapers, Arthur Sanderson and Sons, 
Ltd.; paints and distempers, Walpamur Co., Ltd., Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., and Joseph Freeman, Sons and Co., Ltd. ; sewage 
disposal plant, Septic Tank Co., Ltd. ; dog grates and fire baskets, 
L. E. Adams ; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 
B. Finch and Co., Ltd. ; and Jewson and Sons, Ltd. ; inn sign, M. C. 
Farrar Bell ; ** Esse*’ cooker, Barnards and Boulton, Ltd. 








First-floor plan. 
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PIRANESI COMPOSITIONS. By Professor H. 
Corfiato. (Tiranti, London.) Price 12s. 6d. 
As Is the case to-day, the Great Exhibition 

of 1851 evoked a spirited controversy which 
led to fresh ideas en architecture. The 
Victorian critics spent their time discussing 
every new thing and denouncing every old 
and proven theory. They wrote to The 
Builder, to The Times, and to every paper 
hat offered them space. The news of one 
day became stale the next. Such was the 
urge for something fresh that even the re- 
action against the trivialities of the exhibition 
lost force. 

In the bitter struggle that ensued, the arts 
| of Greece and Rome were forgotten; the con- 
tributions of the Middle Ages were favoured 
because the form suited the prevalent re- 
ligious movement. It is not surprising that 
the eighteenth century was frowned upon as 
pagan and obscure. For a time the people 
of England were over confident that the 
power of steam would help them to create 
Utopia. ‘ 

Reflection will show that it is not strange 
for a nation to take interest in ideas which 
could be conveniently forgotten. All fashions 
| are like this in their results. There is no 
real regard for them, they serve for a time 
and can be discarded at will. Like the sensa- 
tional posters on the boardings they provide 
interest for one day and then they give place 
to something different. Exhibitions are also 
like this; they provide excitement for the 
masses and for that reason they are uniformly 
successful. The objective of the promoters 
is to find an outlet for inventors and possible 
customers for the manufacturers on the great 
scale, Since those who visit exhibitions have 
very few thoughts of their own they are the 
more easily duped. ; 

Looking back at the historic exhibitions 
| which have been held in Europe and America 
during the past 58 years, the two most strik- 
ing, Chicago 1893 and Paris 1900, are still 
‘remembered. Of course the names of the 
artists and architects are no longer respected. 
Gone are the restrained qualities which at 
one time distinguished world exhibitions. To- 
| day we meet with neither humility nor pains- 
taking skill. Everything tries to represent 
' something it is not, even architects pose as 
' men of science, which they never will be, 
while some ~band together in the hope of 
' Tecognition as semi-engineers. We _ hear 
' much rabid talk about this or that, a good 
| deal of beating about the bush, a great 
+, amount of rehearsing and then the final result 
which is often stillborn. 

The exhibition of 1951 has already 

' followed in the tracks of its more spectacular 

predecessor of a hundred years ago. The 

_ Teaction against its experimental mechanical 

| Novelties is already evident. 

He who has looked upon earth 

Deeper than flower and fruit, 

Losing some hue of his mirth, 

As the tree striking rock at the root, 

‘Unto him shall the marvellous tale 

Of Callistes more humanly come 

With the touch on his breast than a hail 
| From the markets that hum. 
|. We know it is extremely awkward to sit 
: i a room where a number of people are 
| talking excitedly on subjects which are be- 


yond them. Under such conditions, it is 
| best to keep silent. Even when the subject 
_ 48 to one’s taste it is still best to remain de- 





tached and contemplative. The late Pro- 
fessor Lethaby preached the necessity for 
tolerance and in this he was right. Curiously 
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enough all his prognostications have come to 
pass. We might ask, what makes good archi- 
tecture? The answer should be—good 
architecture! 


This preamble, or trailing the tail of the 
coat, leads to the real issue, namely Pro- 
fessor Corfiato’s volume of drawings and 
plates by that master of topography, 
Piranesi. It is significant that the professor 
has had recourse to the collections in the 
British Museum for representative sketches 
made by the artist in rich flowing ink. From 
the Pierpont Morgan Library he has chosen 
typical drawings in wash and line. Not less 
apparent has been the choice of compositions 
made with an eye as to their value to serious 
students. It is indeed audacious in these 
days, when there is indecision as to whether 
engineering is architecture, to dare to pub- 
lish a book of classical interest. The Bart- 
lett School, however, has the reputation for 
being among the pioneers for scholarship and 
draughtsmanship; it is, therefore, right and 
proper for the professor to direct the taste 
of the outside world. 


Messrs. Tiranti are to be congratulated on 
the production of a work which is modestly 
priced 12s. 6d. When the publication of 
books on architecture is limited to glorified 
guide books it is heartening to see a return 
to sanity. A. E. RICHARDSON. 


CHRISTOPHER WREN. 
(London: Falcon 
Price 6s. net. 


THIS BOOK is one of a series of short 
biographies designed especially for students 
between the ages of 12 and 16 years. To 
compress the long, varied and astonishingly 
creative life of Wren into about 15,000 words 
is rather more difficult than getting the pro- 
verbial quart into a pint pot, yet Mr. Briggs 
has not been daunted by the task, but has, 
in fact, succeeded in writing a very readable 
little book that not only gives a rounded 
portrait of Wren as infant prodigy, scholar, 
scientist, architect and man, but also takes 
a rapid incidental glance at many of his 
notable contemporaries against the back- 
ground of the times in which they and he 
lived and worked. All his major works are 
described or mentioned, and there are 16 
illustrations, including the Kneller portrait 
and views of several representative buildings, 
the latter reproduced from photographs or 
from pen-and-ink drawings by the author; 
Wren’s plan for the rebuilding of the City 
after the Great Fire is also described and 
shown in comparison with Hollar’s plan of 
London as it was in 1667. 


According to a famous Clerihew, 


By Martin S. Briggs. 
Educational Books.) 


Sir Christopher Wren 

Said: “I am going to dine with some men. 
If anybody calls 

Say I’m designing St. Paul's.” 


Mr. Briggs shows that, with all his learn- 
ing and professional preoccupations, Wren 
was “a very sociable person, a ‘ good mixer,’ 
and a good talker ”—obviously a first choice 
for inclusion in a series of books intended 
for the guidance and instruction of young 
people. This is a model short biography, 
written in good plain English, without tech- 
nicalities, but at the same time without any 
“writing down” to the intended range of 
readers. Many adults, indeed, will be glad 
to add such an exceHent and well-produced 
little book to their shelves. A _ further 
edition might well include a bibliography for 
the benefit of the many readers who will 
assuredly be stimulated by Mr. Briggs to 
further reading. G. J. H. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
The Outlook for Architecture 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder 


wtIR,—I read Mr. Furneaux Jordan’s bril- 
liant paper on “The Architectural 

Significance of 1851,” reported in your last 

issue, with great interest and enjoyment. 

No one, I imagine, will seek to question 
his history on the esthetic and other fail- 
ings of the nineteenth century, but some, at 
least, will hope that he is wide of the mark 
in his vision of the architectural future. If 
I read him aright, we are threatened with a 
sort of universal South Bank Exhibition. 

I have nothing against the South Bank; it 
is excellent for its purpose. But is the 
future to hold nothing but glass, steel and 
concrete? Are we really finished with 
traditional materials, brick, stone and wood 
and their attribute, fine craftsmanship? I 
think not. Though we are living in an age 
in which the scientist and the engineer are 
supfeme, a large part of humanity prefers 
to have a traditional touch in its architecture. 


SPERO. 


Polytechnic School of Architecture’s 
Concert at Royal Festival Hall 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


GQ IR,—May I be permitted to draw the 
. attention of those of your readers who 
may be old students of the Polytechnic 
School of Architecture to the concert of 
British music which is to be given in the 
Royal Festival Hall on the evening of July 
21? This concert, of which you have been 
kind enough to publish details, is being 
organised by the Polytechnic Architectural 
Students’ Society as their contribution to the 
entertainment of visiting foreign students of 
architecture expected in this country in July. 


It is felt by all connected with the school 
that many of our old students will like to 
show their appreciation of the students’ 
enterprise by giving the concert their sup- 
port. Indeed, it would be most encouraging 
if architects who have passed through either 
the day or evening departments during the 
past 55 years of the school’s existence could 
make of this important occasion an oppor- 
tunity for the renewal of old friendships. 

JOHN S. WALKDEN, 
F.R.1.B.A.,. M.T-P.L, 
Head of the School. 


The Polytechnic School of Architecture, 
Surveying and Building, 
309, Regent-street, W.1. 


Building Teachers’ Conference 


ARRANGEMENTS are being made to hold 
the next meeting of the Building Teachers’ 
Conference in November, to coincide with 
the Building Exhibition at Olympia. 

Efforts are being made to arrange a meet- 
ing in the morning to discuss “ What the 
Building Industry expects from the Techni- 
cal College,” and it is hoped that leading 
personalities from both sides of industry will 
say what they really think the technical 
colleges should be doing. After lunch the 
conference will re-assemble to hold the annual 
meeting and instal the new president, Mr. 
H. J. Falkus, M.1.0.B. 


Owing to the early departure to Tanganyika 
of Mr. Alfred Emms, A.I.Struct.E., A.1.0.B., 
A.LA.S., Mr. J. Lloyd, M.R.San.I., A.M.C.T., 
Senior Assistant, Dept. of Building, Graves- 
end Technical College, has been invited to 
act as secretary until the annual meeting. 
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TECHNICAL APPENDICES 
TO HOUSING MANUAL, 1949 


Information Brought Up to Date 


PPHE companion volume to the latest 

Housing. Manual, now published,* 
brings up to date and expands the informa- 
tion useful to builders, architects, engineers 
and housing authorities, which was given in 
the Technical Appendices to the 1944 
Manual. 

The new volume seeks to establish a 
minimum code of good practice in the con- 
struction of all types of dwellings. It sets 
out some of the results of the considerable 
work undertaken in building research and 
of the wide experience of building techniques 
gained in the short period that has elapsed 
since the publication of the Technical 
Appendices to the Housing Manual, 1944. 
It has been compiled by the Ministry of 
Works with the close collaboration of the 
Ministry of Health (whose housing func- 
tions now come under the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning), the Building 
Research Station of the D.S.I.R., and the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

Functional standards desirable for dwell- 
ings are set out in the first appendix, with 
particular attention to requirements of 
strength and stability, durability and main- 
tenance, resistance to moisture penetration 
and to fire, thermal insulation and exclusion 
of noise. Various appendices which follow 
describe practical ways and means of attain- 
ing these standards with economy both in 
cost and in the use of materials, under the 
headings: Materials and construction (foun- 
dations, walls and partitions, floors, roofs); 
finishes to walls and ceilings; heat installa- 
tion; protection of plumbing systems against 
frost; electrical installations; small sewage 
disposal, works. 

Foundations and Walls.—Various types of 
foundation are related to the behaviour of 
different kirids of soil, with notes of simple 
tests for the properties of soils, and recom- 


‘mendations for the economical design of 


foundations to suit varying conditions. 
Materials for walls are discussed, with 
special attention to recent developments in 
lightweight and “No-Fines” concretes. 
Comparative tables are given of their pro- 
perties. There are notes of suitable morfars 
using economical mixes, and of various 
materials for damp-proof courses. In de- 
scribing methods of building external walls, 
emphasis is laid on the importance of cavity 
wall construction in attaining economically 
the desired standards of weather protection 
and thermal insulation as well as those of 
strength and stability. The value of light- 
weight concretes is stressed in relation to 
thermal insulation when they are used in 
the inner leaf of such walls. Notes on the 
construction of party walls and internal par- 
titions are related particularly to their 
resistance to fire and sound insulation. 
Floors——Subjects here considered are the 
protection of solid ground floors from pene- 
tration by damp, the construction and treat- 
ment of reinforced concrete suspended floors, 
their resistance to fire and their insulation 
against noise. Joisted timber floors are dis- 
cussed in detail, with notes and tables show- 
ing economical sizes and spacing of timber. 
Here, too, fire resistance and sound insula- 
tion are considered. This section also 





* The Housing Manual 1949: Technical Appendices. 
Published for the Ministry of Works and the Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning, by H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 2s. 
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includes comparative tables of the properties 
of various floor coverings. 

Roofs and Timber.—Attention is given to 
features of the economical construction of 
timber roofs, with tables of design data 
for recommended sizes and spacing of 
timbers for various spans and different types 
of roof covering. An additional note on the 
careful use of timber describes methods of 
making the best use of individual pieces of 
varying quality, and gives advice on the pre- 
servation of timber against decay. 

External Finishes—Notes on_ external 
finishes for walls include recommendations 
for the preparation of the background, 
appropriate undercoats, protective and 
decorative finishes and economical cement- 
lime-sand mixes for various conditions of 
exposure. 

There are similar recommendations for 
internal work, with notes of suitable com- 
binations of undercoats and finishes for 
plastering, comments on painting, and a 
table setting out the spread of flame classifi- 
cation of wall and ceiling finishes. Ways 
are discussed for protecting light steel 
sections and aluminium against corrosion. 

Heating Installations. — The various 
methods of heating a two-storey house of 
the local authority type are treated in detail. 
Examples of calculating heat losses are 
worked out to show how the most efficient 
and economical types of appliances can be 
selected for particular conditions. Notes are 
given on the installation of all kinds of 
improved solid-fuel appliances and gas and 
electric appliances for space heating and 
water heating, their fixing, their flues and 
air supply. A_ section discusses various 
methods of district heating. 

There are general notes on electrical instal- 
lations, and on the protection of plumbing 
fixtures against frost. 

Sewage.—The subject of small sewage- 
disposal works for isolated groups of houses 
in rural areas is treated in considerable 
detail. The notes are not intended to replace 
skilled engineering advice, but give general 
guidance on selection of sites, basic design 
data and methods of construction. Practical 
recommendations are given on disposal of 
effluent by land irrigation and on measures 
of supervision and general maintenance. 

Building Costs——The appendix discussing 
the influence of design considerations on 
general building costs will arouse interest. 
It is pointed out that in site works and 
foundations the aim: should be to develop 
from virgin soil to ground-floor level, includ- 
ing “ancillary works, with the minimum 
number of separate operations. Observation 
showed that, on comparable sites, these 
operations varied from as many as twelve 
to as few as six, with a cost variation from 
£69 to £44 per house. For solid ground 
floors it can be cheaper to use one of the 
more expensive finishes, provided that it 
covers the whole floor, rather than several 
small areas of less costly finishes. In sus- 
pended floors and in roofs, the relation 
between timber sizes and spacimg and the 

covering materials used has important effects 
on economy in both costs and quantities. 

Throughout the Technical Appendices 
references are made to relevant British 
Standards and British Standard Codes of 
Practice, and lists of these documents are 
incorporated at the end of the volume. 
There is a reading list covering all publica- 
tions mentioned in the text and some other 
authoritative documents on related subjects. 
The volume contains a full index both to 
the Technical Appendices and to the Housing 
Manual, 1949. 
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MODEL BUILDING 
BYE-LAWS 


Committee to Assist in Revision 


(THE Minister of Local Government ang 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, ha 
appointed a committee to help in the revision 
of the Department’s model bye-laws, which 
are issued for the guidance of local author. 
ties in framing under the Public Health Ag 
bye-laws governing new buildings. 
The periodic revision of the model j 
designed to take account of new develop. 
ments in building methods and material 
and the appointment of an advisory com. 
mittee for that purpose follows the practice 
adopted in 1936 after the passing of the 
Public Health Act of that year. 
The chairman of the new committee js 
Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, C.B., Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of Local Government and Planning 
The other members are: — 
Mr. E. Taberner, O.B.E., Association of Municipal 
Corporations ; Mr. P. Cutbush, A.R.I.B.A., British 
Standards Institution ; Mr. D. C. Mallam, Federatieg 
of Associations of Specialists and Sub-Contractors; 
Mr. C. L. a’Court, Federation of British Industries; 
Mr. S. D. Studd, F.I.A.S., Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors ; Sir Roger Gaskell Hethering. 
ton, C.B., Institution of Civil Engineers ; Mr, J 
Chadwick, Institution of Municipal Engineers ; Mr. L.E 
Kent, B.Sc., M.I.C.E., Institution of Structural Engineers: 
Mr. H. E. Comben, O.B.E., National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers ; Mr. J. J. Grogan, National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives ; Mr. C.§, 
White, F.R.I.B.A., Royal Institute of British Architects ; 
Mr. G. Biscoe, F.R.I.C.S., Royal Institution of Chartered 


Surveyors; Mr. L. Parker, Rural District Council 
Association; Mr. Rees J. Williams, A.M.LCE, 
A.R.LC.S., Royal Sanitary Institute; Mr. H. R. Ho 


Smith, Urban District] Councils’ Association ; Mr. A. 
Scott, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., M.LStruct.E., Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning; Mr. H. J. Ryan, 
Ministry of Local Government and Planning. Mr. C.R. 
Poole has been appointed secretary. 


CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND 
CRAFTS 
Opening of Exhibition of Work 


(THE annual exhibition of work by students 

of the Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, Southampton-row, W.C.1, was 
opened by Mr. Gavin Astor on June 22. 
He also distributed diplomas to successful 
students. Mrs. Helen Bentwich, chairman of 
the Governors of the ‘school, presided. 
Others on the platform were Councillor F. 
Ling Cooper (Mayor of Holborn) and Mr. 
W. Johnson, principal of the school. 

In her introductory remarks, Mrs. BENT 
wWicH referred to the independent control 
which the school enjoyed. Although the 
London County Council made financial 
grants to the school, it imposed no measure 
of control upon its activities, she said. The 
commendable work which the school pro- 
duced would probably never have materi 
alised, she considered, if everything which 
was done there had had to be approved by 
the L.C.C. Education Committee. 

Before distributing the awards, Mr. Gavin 
Astor spoke of the large number of successes 
achieved by students of the school in many 
important art competitions, such as the Royal 
Society of Arts Industrial Bursaries Compe. 
tition. Nearly 50 members of the school 
staff and students had had examples of theit 
work accepted for the Festival of Britain. 

The speaker expressed his belief it 
Britain’s ability to make important conttr 
butions towards the moral and cultural pr 
gress of the world, and he criticised those 
who decried the country’s efforts. 

The exhibition will remain open (10 am 





—5 p.m. Mondays—Fridays) until July 31. 
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THE REPAIR OF CHURCHES 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Survey of 
Needs 


HE Summer Session of the Church 

Assembly had before it a Report on 
the Repair of Churches prepared by the Cen- 
tral Council of Diocesan Advisory Com- 
mittees for the Care of Churches. In a 
review of the questions raised in this report, 
which are of interest to every parish in the 
country, the Archbishop of Canterbury gave 
the assembly some facts and figures on the 
repair and maintenance of church fabrics. In 
the course of his speech the Archbishop 
said: — 

Attempts are made to assess the sum which 
would be required to put every parish church 
into good repair at this moment. I make 
here the following comments. The only way 
of getting an accurate figure would be by 
having an architect’s survey of every church. 
The Central Council for the Care of 
Churches thinks that such a survey would 
cost £200,000 and take two years. It might 
well cost £200,000, which works out at no 
more than 10-15 guineas a church. 

Need it take two years? Are there not 
enough qualified architects up and down the 
country to get the survey made in a few 
months, each architect surveying only two or 
three churches? In any case we have not 
got the results of such a survey, and it 
might be considered too expensive a project. 
For the moment at least, we must be con- 
tent without accurate figures. 

The amount needed to put every church 
into good repair can be broken up under 
two heads’: (i) The cost of ordinary repairs 
—that is to say, the amount, roughly the same 
year by year, needed to keep the fabric of 
our churches in good condition ; and (ii) The 
cost of extraordinary repairs—consisting 


_ partly of the amount needed to overtake 


arrears in ordinary repairs due to deferment 
of work during the war or to negligence and 
partly of the amount needed to remedy con- 
siderable structural defects revealing them- 
selves unexpectedly and needing immediate 
action. 

ASSESSING THE NEED 


Have we any figures to guide us in assessing 
the amount needed ‘under these two heads? 
As to the amount needed, as I have said we 
have no accurate figures. But we have some 
information as to the amount which is being 
raised and spent annually by the Church 
under these two heads. 

The Central Board of Finance has very 
kindly scrutinised for me such of the Paro- 
chial Statistical Returns for the calendar year 
1950 as have so far reached them—that is 
6,850 forms out of a total to be received of 
13,700. On the form one_ heading is 
“expenditure on normal repairs to the 
church,” and another “‘ extraordinary expendi- 
ture for church repairs.” And let me say 
again that in this statement I am referring 
entirely to parish churches. 

I take first ordinary repairs. The 6,850 
forms showed a ‘total expenditure in 1950 
on ordinary repairs of £232,513. At that 
Tate, if all the forms were in, they would 
show an expenditure on ordinary repairs of 
£465,000 or very nearly half a million pounds. 

I take now extraordinary expenditure for 
church repairs. The same 6,850 forms 
showed a total expenditure in 1950 under this 
head of £488,748. Again, at that rate, if all 
the forms were in, .they would show an ex- 
Penditure of £977,496, or not far short of one 
million pounds. 

. The conclusion is that on these figures the 
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Church, through its parishes and their efforts 
and such outside help as they can get, is 
spending nearly half a million a year on 
ordinary maintenance charges and is at the 
same time providing nearly one million 
pounds a year towards overtaking arrears 
and dealing with emergency structural 
repairs. Whatever else may be said, that is 
very greatly to the credit of the Church. I 
doubt whether these figures have ever been 
so carefully assembled and made known be- 
fore. It is clear evidence that the Church 
takes seriously, and sacrificingly its duty to 
maintain the fabric of its churches. 

We now attempt to look at what is needed. 
Estimates have been given ranging from £3 
million to £5 million as the cost of putting 
all churches at one go into full repair. 

Let us take the upper figure of £5 million. 
Clearly it could not all be spent in one year: 
there is neither the material nor the labour 
to carry out all the needed repairs in so short 
a time. Suppose it takes five years. That 
will mean an expenditure of one million a 
year for five years. But ordinary repairs 
accrue year by year and might amount to 
half a million a year for each of the five 
years. So to deal with all repairs, ordinary 
and extraordinary, for the next five years 
would require from the Church a million and 
a half pounds per annum, which is just about 
what the Church actually raised in 1950 for 
this purpose. 


NO CAUSE FOR PANIC 


Now this is, as it seems to me, a very 
significant result. It should allay panic. For 
even if, as I shall say in a moment, there are 
other factors to be considered, it means that 
on the 1950 record the Church was keeping 
pace with its task to such good effect that 
within five years the arrears would have been 
worked off and the Church would merely 
have to face its annual task of meeting ordin- 
ary repairs together with unexpected emer- 
gency repairs. 

But now for the other factors— 

(a) Unexpected emergency repairs are 
often, just because they were unexpected and 
had been growing secretly, very costly indeed. 

(b) Costs are ever rising. Repairs which 
before. the war could be done for £100 now 
cost about £275; those which pre-war cost 
£5,000 now cost over £13,000. 

(c) The heaviest costs often fall upon a 
small village community, burdened with a 
large ancient church—a proud burden indeed 
but one beyond the capacity of the village 
to bear. 

(d) The whole task which every fall in the 
value of money makes more exacting is 
straining the churches’ resources dangerously. 
As I have shown, the Church is meeting its 
task magnificently. There is no call which so 
rallies a parish, town or village, which so 
calls out every effort by church people, or 
which so wins the ready and eager support 
of everyone in the community as a call to 
save or restore the parish church. 

That, then, seems to be the position. If 
these figures are at all right, it would seem 
that the Church is putting up nearly a 
million and a half a year and is overtaking 
arrears at a pace which might get rid of them 
in another five years or so. But, perhaps, 
the pace is too slow and the story of what 
is needed not fully known; the cost of works 
is still increasing rapidly, the burden is great, 
the burden on particular parishes sometimes 
unbearable. There is no reason for panic. 

There is every reason why by a system of 
compulsory regular inspection the Church 
should have expert knowledge of the needs 
and execute repairs at the earliest stage and so 
at the least expensive moment. There is every 
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reason why the devotion and sacrifice with 
which church people seek to preserve their 
ancient churches should be acknowledged 
and applauded on every side. And yet it is 
evident that further help with such a gigantic 
task is greatly needed. 

It is not my intention to pursue the matter 
further. But I thought it would help the 
course of this debate if I put before the 
assembly such figures and information as I 
had. : 


INCORPORATED CHURCH 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


Architects’ Committee’s 
Recommendations 


A MEETING of the Committee of 
= Honorary Consulting Architects of the 
Incorporated Church Building Society was 
held in London on May 30, and was 
attended by: Messrs. S. E. Dykes Bower, 
M.A., F.R.LB.A., F.S.A.; J. Harold Gib- 
bons, M.C., F.R.I.B.A.; H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel, M.A., F.R.I.B.A.; Edward Maufe, 
R.A., M.A., F.R.I.B.A.; Leslie T. Moore, 
M.C., F.R.I.B.A.; Herbert Passmore, 
F.R.I.B.A. ; Harold S. Rogers, M.A., F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A.; Michael Tapper, M.C., F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. ; and W. Cecil Young, F.R.I.B.A. 

The committee considered the difficulties 
consequent upon shortage of materials and 
limitation of finance and the following 
decisions were made in relation to the 
society’s published ‘“‘ Architectural Require- 
ments and Suggestions ” : 

(1) Existing conditions—It is realised 
that present shortages, and high cost, of 
essential building materials—coupled with 
the lack of skilled craftsmen and increas- 
ing labour charges—may make strict com- 
pliance with the society’s “ Requirements ” 
difficult for a certain period. 

(2) New churches.—Variations from the 
Society’s “ Requirements” in respect. of 
new churches will receive individual con- 
sideration, on merit, during the period of 
shortage of materials. 

(3) Ancient churches—While appre- 
ciating the difficult position of architects 
and church custodians under present con- 
ditions, the Committee of Honorary Con- 
sulting Architects re-affirms its belief that 
the materials to be used in repairing an 
ancient church should be the best possible 
and should be commensurate with past, 
tradition and craftsmanship, even if the 
maintenance of this standard imposes—as 
is inevitable—additional burdens upon the 
small communities. 

The sale of lead: The committee depre- 
cates very strongly the financing of the 
repairs to ancient churches by means of the 
regrettable practice of selling the lead roof 
covering where that is capable of repair or 
re-casting. 

“Temporary” repairs: It is appreciated 
that conditions may arise when limitation of 
finance makes it impossible for the complete 
permanent repair of an ancient church to 
be undertaken, although emergency mea- 
sures are essential to prevent further 
deterioration. Provided that the architect’s 
proposals do not affect the character or 
appearance of the church, and that confirma- 
tion is available that permanent repairs can- 
not be financed, the committee of. architects 
will consider each case on merit. Grants 
for such temporary repairs, if approved, may 
need to be withheld until the end of the 
year—when it will be known what funds 
are available after grants for permanent 
repairs have been voted. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


Seventy-seventh Ordinary Meeting 


RECOMMENDATION of the Board 
i of Architectural Education on the sub- 
ject of special maintenance scholarships was 
approved by the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom at its 77th 
ordinary meeting, held at 66, Portland-place 
on June 22. Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, 
O.B.E., was in the chair. 

The Board recommended that the panel 
of examiners be empowered to make recom- 
mendations for maintenance scholarships to 
be awarded in exceptional circumstances in 
the case of candidates taking courses in 
schools of architecture, leading to examina- 
tions recognised by the Council, who would 
otherwise be obliged to abandon their 
courses on financial grounds. It further 
recommended that such applicants be not 
required to take the usual competitive 
examination for the award of a scholarship. 

On the subject of Schedule 2 of 
A.R.C.U.K. Regulations the report of the 
Board of Architectural Education went on 
to remind the Council that on January 1 last 
the new arrangement came into operation 
whereby a candidate for registration must, 
after passing one of the examinations already 
recognised, pass the Examination in Profes- 
sional Practice, held after twelve months’ 
practical experience. 

“A technical difficulty,” the report con- 
tinued, “has now arisen, because some of 
the schools find it impracticable to defer 
the award of their degrees and diplomas 
until the Examination in Professional Prac- 
tice has been passed after twelve months’ 
practical experience. That’is to say, some 
degrees and diplomas will be awarded im- 
mediately at the end of a five-year course. 

“This will necessitate an amendment to 
Schedule 2 of the A.R.C.U.K. Regulations 
because, if this were not done, in some cases 
a student passing an examination qualifying 
for a degree or diploma might demand regis- 
tration and thus avoid the twelve months’ 
practical experience now required. 

“The necessary safeguard may be achieved 
by a simple amendment to Schedule 2.” 

The Board accordingly recommended the 
Council, having regard to the fact that some 
of the schools found it impracticable to defer 
the award of their degrees and diplomas 
until the Examination in Professional Prac- 
tice had been passed after twelve months’ 
practical experience, to ask the Privy Council 
to approve the amendment to Schedule 2 
of the Regulations by the addition, where 
necessary, of the following words after the 
name of the particular examination recog- 
nised: “Followed by the Examination in 
Professional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence.” 


The recommendation was approved by the 
Council. 


NEW SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Council approved the award, for the 
year 1951-52, of the following 19 new 
scholarships : — 


Bernard Bateman, Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University of London, 
£174 10s.; Hugh D. F. Boyd, A.A. School 
of Architecture, £83 6s. 8d.; Anthony B. 
Butler, Department of Architecture, Northern 
Polytechnic, £58 6s. 8d.;Philip N. Crowe, 
Leeds School of Architecture, £57; Michael 
I. Daniel, Leeds School of Architecture, £57; 
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Barrie Dewhurst, A.A. School of Architecture, 
£52 10s.; Norman T. Gilroy, Department of 
Architecture, Northern Polytechnic, 
£188 6s. 8d.; David Gosling, School of 
Architecture, Manchester University, 
£60 13s. 4d.; Anthony P. Howard, Depart- 
ment of Architecture, Northern Polytechnic, 
£50; Roland 'D. Jackson, A.A. School of 
Architecture, £172 10s.; James H. Johnson, 
School of Architecture, The Polytechnic, 
Regent-street, £193 6s. 8d.; John Kirby, 
Bartlett School of Architecture, University 
of London, £74 10s.; Sheila R. Loft, School 
of Architecture, King’s College, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £165; Brian W. Riley, Leeds School 
of Architecture, £57; Philip Rogers, School 
of Architecture, The Polytechnic, Regent- 
street, £58 6s. 8d.; Jean Shambrook, School 
of Architecture, The Polytechnic, Regent- 
street, £193 6s. 8d.; Ivor S. Smith, A.A. 
School of Architecture, £272 10s.; Bryan A. 
Spearpoint, School of Architecture, The 
Polytechnic, Regent-street, £58 6s. 8d. George 
W. Wilkie, Liverpool School of Architecture, 
£44. Making a total of new-awards of 
£2,070 10s. 

The Council provisionally approved also 
that 53 scholarships should be renewed for 
the year 1951-52. 

The Council approved the admittance of 
243 applicants to the register. Of these, 241 
qualified by examination under section 
6 (1) (c) of the Principal Act, and two quali- 
fied under section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal 
Act, and under Regulation 26 (4)—Archi- 
tects resigned, seeking readmission. 

Of a total of 5,615 applications received 
under the 1938 Act and under Regulation 26 
(2), (5), (6), (7) and (b), 3,968 were recom- 
mended for admission, 1,443 were rejected, 
203 were withdrawn, leaving a balance still 
to be dealt with of one. Referring to this 
one outstanding application, Mr. VINCENT 
Burr, chairman of the Admission Com- 
mittee, said that the correspondence, which 
would enable this one application to be dealt 
with, was now on its way. 

The Professional Purposes Committee re- 
ported that they had considered a letter 
from the Isle of Man Society of Architects 
and Surveyors complaining of the action of 
an architect in writing to a local authority 
asking that his name should be favourably 
considered for inclusion in a panel of archi- 
tects if such were maintained by the 
Authority. 

The report continued: “The committee 
agreed that the Isle of Man Society be in- 
formed that there was no objection to an 
architect writing to inquire whether a local 
authority maintained a panel of private 
architects and how architects were appointed 
to that panel, but that he should not 
specifically ask for his name to be included. 
The committee were of opinion, however, 
that the fact that such a request was con- 
tained in the letter was not a serious matter, 
though undesirable.” 

Dealing with the matter as one of gene- 
ral principle and not as a specific case, the 
council decided to refer it back to the 
committee. 7 


A REMOVAL FROM THE REGISTER 


The Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, pursuant to the report of 
the Discipline Committee set up under Sec- 
tion 7 of the Architects Registration Act, 
1931, that Edward Allen Burne has been 
guilty of conduct disgraceful to him in his 
capacity as an architect, have resolved that 
the said Edward Allen Burne be removed 








June 29 195} 








from the Register of Architects and that 
be disqualified for registration for a period g 
three years from June 22, 1951. (Publisha 
pursuant to Section 13 of the above Act aj 
paragraph 12(a) of the Disciplinary Reguk: 
tions of the Council, approved by the Privy 
Council on April 20, 1945.) 


VISUAL EDUCATION 


Plea to Give Up Functional Design 


CRITICISMS of functional architectup 
were made by SiR CHARLES TENNYSO\ 
C.M.G., when he spoke on “The Man j 
the Street” at the eighth annual meetiyy 
of the Council for Visual Education, held 
the Housing .Centre, London, on June | 
Str PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, M.A., FS. 
F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I., presided. 


There was a view, he said, that it 
no good to pay any attention to the facgad 
of a building above the first floor becaug| 
no one ever looked at it. This he though 
was entirely wrong, and he deplored anothe 
attitude which was that if the inside of; 
building was looked after the outside woul 
look after itself. 


Commenting on the opinion of som 
architects that the outside of a _buildiy 
should reflect the nature of its function, § 
Charles considered that there were onl 
three types of functional building: a larg 
box, a small box or an aggregation of boxes, 


Referring to the buildings on the Thame 
Embankment, he thought that the Palace 
of Westminster was the only beautiful ox 
there. Shell Mex House was mentioned a 
one of the bad examples. When he sav 
buildings like the Festival Hall and som 
of the new L.C.C. blocks of flats, he wa 
always glad to get back to South Kensington, 
where he lived. The architects in those days 
said Sir Charles, realised that architectur 
was an art, but they were not artists; to-day 
many were artists, but they did not realix 
that architecture was an art. He asked 
whether we should not entirely reorientate 
our ideas of architecture and start afresh. 
Architects to-day, he thought, had becom 
enslaved to function and to materials. 


Thanking Sir Charles for his very interest: 
ing and provocative address, Mr. O. P. Milne 
said that some people thought it was silly 
to set up an institution to tell people to 
use their eyes, because we all had eyes and 
we should all see. That people could se 
was true, he said, but they did not all per 
ceive. Far too many architects, he thought, 
had lost the idea that it was necessary to 
be an artist to be an architect. Only ly 
cultivating the sense of beauty would peopk 
produce things of beauty. 


Sir RONALD Storrs thought that everyomt 
should be asked to give reasons and cause 
for the opinions expressed by themselves. 
To merely say that we either liked or did 
not like something was not good enough. 


Asking Sir Charles if he seriously meant 
a return to the older styles of architecturt, 
a student said he did not think that archi 
tects should sham up the exterior of 4 
building just to please the passer-by. 


In reply, Sir Charles said that he did nol 
advocate a return to the old styles, but ht 
thought that we would have to get back t 
the old outlook towards designing a building 


An architect said he was pleased to know 
that the council were doing something to gt 
people to appreciate architecture, and he 
thought that with the education of the public 
the architect would have more scope. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
INSTITUTE 


Lord Samuel on the Development of 
Planning Legislation 
VISCOUNT SAMUEL was the principal 

guest at the annual dinner of the Town 
Planning Institute, held at the Trocadero 
Restaurant, London, on June 21. The in- 
stitute’s president, Lt.-Colonel H. P. Cart de 
Lafontaine, O.B.E., T.D., F.R.I.B.A., was in 
the chair. 


The toast of “The Town Planning In- 
stitute”” was proposed by Lorp SAMUEL, 
who said that he appeared at the dinner 
rather as a link with the past, as his memory 
went back before the earliest days of 
organised planning. He remembered the 
passing of the first Town Planning Act in 
1909, which he regarded as the greatest 
achievement of John Burns, when he (Lord 
Samuel) was in the Cabinet of those days, the 
only other survivor of that Cabinet was Mr. 
Churchill. They had plans then for the 
rapid development of town planning, but 
the outbreak of the 1914 war shattered their 
hopes. But in the past 40 years he had seen 
the first garden suburb built—Hampstead 
Garden Suburb—which we owed to the 
efforts of Dame Henrietta Barnett, which was 
followed by Letchworth and Welwyn Garden 
Cities. He himself had put some money into 
Welwyn Garden City many years ago, and 
was pleasantly surprised the other day when 
he had his money returned, plus a bonus! 


THE 1947 ACT 


Coming to the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act of 1947, he said that this was, in 
spite of its defects, a great Act, which 
should immensely develop the work of 
planning. Other recent Acts, such as the 
National Parks Act, should also help in this 
direction. Referring to the Gowers Report, 
Lord Samuel said he was glad to see this 
being acted upon, and he thought it would 
do much to save for England the stately 
homes which would otherwise disappear. All 
this had been achieved despite the interven- 
tion of fwo world wars and the diversion to 
war purposes of the sums which might have 
gone to amenities. In this connection, Lord 
Samuel quoted Rabelais, who, when asked 
to make his will, said “I have nothing, I owe 
much, and the rest I give to the poor,” to 
describe the position of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to-day. 


He believed that people did wish to live in 
better houses and worthier surroundings 
than the terrible industrial towns inherited 
from the nineteenth century. The younger 
generation would yield to wider and nobler 
things, and we should come to a time when 
gteater ideas would be in the saddle than we 
had known in the past. 


Lord Samuel said he did not think that 
the present age need be ashamed of its archi- 
tecture. It had produced Liverpool Cathe- 
dral, and was there anything to surpass in 
beauty, elegance and lively spring the 
new Waterloo Bridge? 


We were living in an age of confusion and 
many troubles, but at least we were living 
Ma very interesting period of the history of 
the world. Fundamental changes of life had 
been brought about by the progress of 
science, and in the world of ideas the effects 
of the French Revolution were still being 
felt. Material development had thrown out 
of date many old ideas and philosophies, and 
the present world was painfully evolving new 
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ideas in philosophy and ethics. The arts, 
too, had been thrown into confusion by the 
rapid changes of our times. 


He thought that of all the arts, architec- 
ture had been thrown the least off balance 
by these changes. This was because the 
work of the architect had been restrained by 
ordinary common sense; the architects had to 
provide houses, streets and towns and, there- 
fore, architecture did not show to-day, in any 
degree, some of the defects attacking its 
sister arts. 


“VULGAR ADVERTISING” 


Lord Samuel went on to say that he 
wished architects were more active in stimu- 
lating public opinion against the interven- 
tion in our cities of vulgar public advertise- 
ments, as, for example, those to be seen on 
the south side of Trafalgar-square,, Nelson 
on his monument commanded a view of many 
noble buildings and vistas that were the 
memorials of great architects—the National 
Gallery, Buckingham Palace, the Houses of 
Parliament, Westminster Abbey, and the 
Canadian and South African Government 
buildings, to mention but a few—but im- 
mediately in front were signs advertising 
gin, whisky, patent medicines and cigars. 
He did not object to such advertisements in 
appropriate settings, such as _ Piccadilly- 
circus, but he felt sure that if posterity saw 
these things in the contemporary pictures of 
our times it would be amazed at the in- 
sensitiveness of this generation in such 
matters, 


The many changes he had referred to were 
stimulating new professions, and among the 
newest and most important of these was that 
of town planning. Town and city councils 
‘had taken a long time to learn that there 
was something known as planning. Town 
planning was not a hybrid—part architec- 
ture, part engineering—but something that 
needed its own qualifications, and needed to 
practise its own service and act as something 
separate in itself. Planners had an integral 
and separate part to play in the improvement 
of the modern age; their object must be to 
redeem urban environment from the ugliness, 
squalor and meanness of industrialism, and 
to protect our rural.environment given us 
by nature. ‘ 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPLY 


In his response, Lt.-Cot. CART DE La- 
FONTAINE said that planners had to instil 
some kind of inspiration into their fellow 
citizens that planning was worth while; they 
had to make these things somehow compre- 
hensible to the public, or they would never 
see desirable planning advocated by county 
councillors when to do so would cost them 
their seats. He thanked Lord Samuel for 
putting forward the larger view that in town 
planning lay the future of the nation’s better 
conditions of living and of family life. 


The toast of “Local Government” was 
proposed by Mr. E. H. Forp, O.B.E., 
M.I.C.E., senior vice-president, who said he 
believed that to get at the heart of the 
people one must begin at the parish council 
level and work upwards. He attributed 
much of the decline in local government to 
“hankering after subsidies frem central 
Government,” but he believed that a great 
deal could be done by local government if 
it was given the chance and, was trusted. 


Mrs. NoRAH RUNGE, O.B.E., deputy- 
chairman, London County Council, 
responded. She considered that local 


government was gaining in importance year 
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by year, granted that a great many things 
had been taken away from many branches 
of it. In these days of parliamentary strain, 
M.P.s could not keep in close touch with 
their constituents, and it was, therefore, 
more important than ever that local govern- 
ment should remain in close touch with its 
constituents. 


Among those present were: Messrs. James 
W. R. Adams; John A. Arnold-Forster; 
S. L. G. Beaufoy; B. J. Collins; W. G. Fiske; 
Sir Peirson Frank; io Robert Fraser; Mr. 
Desmond Heap; Brigadier H. F. Higginson; 
Sir Gerald Kelly; Mr. Max Lock; Major 
W. H. Morgan; Sir George Pepler; Mr. A. R. 
Potter (secretary); Dame Evelyn Sharp; Dr. 
Thomas Sharp; Sir Thomas Sheepshanks; 
Messrs. F. Longstreth Thompson; R. R. 
Tomlinson ; and Sir John Wrigley. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


IT WAS REPORTED by the retiring president 
(Lt.-Col. H. P. Cart de Lafontaine) to the 
annual general meeting of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute, held at Caxton Hall on June 
21, that the planning officers’ committee of 
the institute was giving attention to the prac- 
tical working of the 1947 Town and Country 
Planning Act and proposed in due course 
to send a memorandum of its conclusions to 
the Ministry. The memorandum would be 
based on points which had been put forward 
by the institute’s branches. 


_ All the schools recognised by the institute 
had brought their curricula into line with 
the revised examination syllabus, which was 
in full operation. In November the visit- 
ing board visited the school at Glasgow, and 
as a result the council was recommended io 
put on a formal basis the recognition of the 
courses, successful candidates at which are 
exempted from the final examination of the 
institute. 


Consideration was being given to the 
arranging of a small travelling exhibition of 
testimonies of study which have been suc- 
cessful, as a guide to future candidates for 
the examinations. It had also. been decided 
to accept the new General Certificate of 
Education as a qualificafion for studentship, 
provided it covers certain subjects. 


The prize offered by the Joint Examina- 
tions Board for the highest marks obtained 
by a candidate in the second part of the final 
examination and also the George and Amy 
Pepler Prize for the highest marks for town . 
planning practice had been won by Mr. 
R. M. Tait, who took the examination in 
Cape Town. 


The number of new members elected 
during the year was 464, including 266 stu- 
dents, one honorary corresponding member, 
two honorary a$sociates, 158 associate mem- 
bers and 19 legal associate members. Also 
16 associate members had been transferred 
to members and two legal associate members 
to legal members. 


The plans and negotiations which were 
undertaken some time ago to provide new 
premises for the institute had had to be 
abandoned, but the institute had recently 
taken over the remainder of the floor at 18, 
Ashley-place which, as now replanned, had 
made available more accommodation. 


The meeting adopted a new bye-law which 
gives those members who have reached the 
age of 60 and retired from practice the right 
to continue as members at a reduced sub- 
scription. It was also “agreed that the 
honorary solicitor (who at present is Sir 
Howard Roberts, Clerk to the L.C.C.) should 
be an ex-officio member of the council. 
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HIGH COST OF THE 
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FESTIVAL GARDENS 


Chartered Accountants’ Investigations 


AS stated briefly in our last week’s issue, 
é the reports of the two firms of 
chartered accountants appointed to investi- 
gate the finances of the Festival Pleasure 
Gardens put the blame for inflated costs on 
the initial delay before work began on the 
site; the failure to assign specific responsibili- 
ties to individual members of the board of 
the Festival Gardens Company; and the ex- 
ceptionally heavy rainfall, and the shortage 
of certain materials, experienced last winter. 
No evidence was found to suggest that the 
managements of any of the firms concerned 
had knowingly been parties to any irregu- 
larities which might have taken place at a 
lower level. 

The documents, published as a White 
Paper (Cmd. 8277, Stationery Office, 1s. 3d.), 
comprise an interim report on the investiga- 
tion by Mr. H. N. Butler, of Messrs. Moores, 
Carson, and Watson, a first report by Messrs. 
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Company on 
the operations on the site, and the comments 
of the board of Festival Gardens, Limited, 
on both reports. 


In his report, Mr. Butler states that much 
time was lost in discussing a plan to 
operate the gardens for five years. He adds: 
“When the contractor started work on 
April 1, 1950, however, nothing but a gene- 
ral layout plan had been prepared, and only 
a very limited part of the site was available. 
The preliminary layout plan has _ been 
changed since, and I am informed that final 
drawing of certain buildings has only been 
completed very recently. It is all to easy to 
regard nearly two years as ample time to 
plan and execute a scheme of this size which 
had many complicafions, and I cannot but 
think that the period between July, 1949, 
and April, 1950, might have been used to 
better advantage. Had a definite plan been 
available and the main buildings architected 
by the spring of 1950, the site work could 
have been completed during the summer 
weather and subsequent difficulties largely 
avoided. 


“It appears to me also that the concep- 
tion and organisation of the Board itself 
was unsatisfactory. Festival Gardens, 
Limited, is and always was a company with 
a complex and difficult job to get done by a 
certain date. The organisation of such a 
company would normally include a director 
responsible for construction, a _ director 
responsible for operation, a director respon- 
sible for finance, a managing director to co- 
ordinate their work, and such part-time 
directors as may be desirable for particular 
purposes. In this case, 13 unpaid advisory 
directors were appointed, all of whom were 
busy men in other directions and none of 
whom was specifically asked to undertake 
particular responsibilities. I cannot, more- 
over, imagine that any one of the Board 
would regard himself as implicitly expected 
to take any exceptional responsibility for the 
constructional side, and whether or not the 
same remark applies to finance and account- 
ancy the fact remains that nobody did 
assume any _ such _ responsibility. No 
managing director was appointed until the 
end of June, 1950, by which time any person 
must have found it almost impossible to get 
the scheme completed in time without extra 
cost.” . 


Mr. Butler also finds that “the eventual 
policy of subordinating all considerations to 


opening on the due date has been a factor 
of major importance in contributing to 
excess costs. A technical controller was ap- 
pointed in October, 1950, whose sole terms 
of reference were to speed up the construc- 
tion work sufficiently to make this possible. 
It is not my duty to express any opinion on 
(a) the prestige value of working to time, or 
(b) the effect of delays in opening Battersea 
Park on the income at South Bank, but there 
is little doubt that the continuous efforts to 
make up for lost time have contributed 
seriously to the construction costs at Batter- 
sea Park. I can find little evidence that the 
Board consulted either with the Lord 
President’s office or with the Treasury before 
involving themselves in a course of action 
which was, perhaps, desirable, but which 
inevitably necessitated expenditure in excess 
of the funds available.” 


LOW LABOUR OUTPUT 


Mr. Butler also speaks of the excep- 
tionally low labour output due to adverse 
working conditions, the excessively rapid 
expansion of the labour force, and the desire 
to avoid strikes. He notes a general con- 
sensus of opinion that certain influences have 
definitely sought to foment discontent at the 
site. 

In the light of his investigation, Mr. 
Butler recommends further consideration of 
the present status of the contract and the 
alleged change from a fixed price contract 
to a cost plus contract; the formation of a 
small management committee; and a full 
inspection of the contractors’ books by an 
independent firm of accountants in view of 
the widespread allegations of fraud and 
inefficiency. 

Commenting on Mr. Butler’s report, the 
board of directors points out in reference 
to early delays that when the board began 
work, plans and designs were in outline only; 
that fundamental work such as the laying of 
mains and services could not be undertaken 
until the general layout had been approved 
and the location of buildings requiring those 
services had been at least approximately 
fixed; and that negotiations with the catering 
concessionaires were more prolonged than 
could have been foreseen. Emphasising the 
strict time limit within which the company 
had to complete an unusual and difficult task, 
the board states: “It soon became apparent 
that, had it been possible for us to be ap- 
pointed a few months earlier, the work 
would have been greatly facilitated and many 
difficulties avoided.” 

In reply to these criticisms of the ‘com- 
pany’s organisation, the directors state: 
“The directorial structure of the company 
was not settled by us. The board was not 
created on the basis of the directors being 
assigned particular functional responsibili- 
ties. Nor, having regard to our other com- 
mitments, could we have accepted office on 
that basis. Accordingly, we have operated 
within the framework of the constitution 
laid down for us. We did not think it neces- 
sary, even had such a.course been feasible, 
to nominate any one or more of us to take 
over Heavy individual responsibility for the 
work of construction, operation or finance, 
as suggested in the report. Those of us who 
are specialists or experts in various fields 
have been available at all times’ for consul- 
tation with the officers, and the officers knew 
this. 
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“As regards finance work, this fell withip 
the field of the secretary and his assistant 
and we had no reason to suppose that the 
duties were not being satisfactorily per. 
formed.” Later the board appointed from 
their numbers a Finance and General Pur. 
poses Committee to speed up the granting 
of concessions, completion of contracts, ete, 

In their report on the operations at the 
site, dated June 1, 1951, Messrs. Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell and Co. state that the 
architects and quantity surveyors had to pro. 
duce within three weeks of their appoint 
ment a sketch plan and a bill of quantities 
which “inevitably represented to a large 
degree what can only be described as intelli. 
gent speculation regarding the quantity of 





work to be performed,” and which materially 
differed from the work subsequently required 
to be undertaken. It is concluded that no 
valid comparison can be drawn between the 
original tender price of £524,370 and th 
recent estimated cost of about £1,500,000, as 
the extent of the work has been greatly in 
creased. The report states that since the 
authority for extensions and alterations in 
the work was retained by the company and 
was exercised through its advisory panel of 
designers, the responsibility for these in 
creases must rest with the company. 

The authority for extensions and altera 
tions in the work to be carried out was 
retained by the company and was exercised 
through its advisory panel of designers, 
headed by the chief designer, Mr. James 
Gardner. The responsibility for these in 
creases must rest with the company. 


THE TIME FACTOR 


“The increase in costs attributable to 
uneconomic working by the contractor is, at 
least, partially attributable to conditions 
beyond his control, which we have described 
in an earlier part of this report and which 
were created, primarily, by the fact that no 
extension of time for the completion of the 
contract could be granted,” the report cor 
tinues. “It also appears, however, that 
expense has been incurred by the contractor 
arising out of an apparent lack of control 
and organisation at the time when th 
volume of work to be completed in a speci- 
fied time was suddenly expanded by reason 
6f earlier delays. 

“The increase in the volume of work and, 
consequently, of costs, is also partly 
attributable to a lack of success in obtaining 
sponsors for certain buildings which were not 
included in the original estiniates but which, 
in the event, had to be erected by the cor 
tractor as a charge on the company.” 

In their comment on this report the com 
pany’s directors state that, so far as they 
were aware, there was nothing to support the 
view that three weeks was regarded by the 
quantity surveyors as unreasonably short 
time for the preparation of a bill of quanti 
ties. With reference to their control ovef 
extensions of the work, the directors point 
out that the duties of preparing, commission 
ing, accepting, or rejecting designs wef 
entrusted to the presentation committee, cot 
sisting of Mr. Gerald Barry, Mr. 
Cooke, and Mr. Gardner, which had 10 
authority to, and did not, commit the board 
on expenditure. They further observe thal 
the London County Council co-operated 
readily in making areas available whet 








required, and they still considered that th 
fact of not making the whole of the sifé 
available to the contractor at the beginnis} 
of the work should not have had aly 
material effect on the progress of operatioai 
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OVERSEAS CONTRACTING 
Export Group’s Great Contribution to Export Earnings 


HAT the Group had been earning, in 
50 countries or more and in all forrhs 
of constructional work, an annual amount 
averaging £40m. was announced by Sir 
HARTLEY SHAWCROSS, President of the Board 
of Trade, at a banquet of the Export Group 
for the Constructional Industries, held in 
London on June 20. Sir Godfrey Mitchell, 
chairman of the Group, presided. 


Sir Hartley, who was proposing the toast 
of “ Overseas Contracting,” said there had 
never been a time when it was more essential, 
or more difficult, to build up our export 
earnings to still higher figures. When the 
Economic Survey was. published, it looked 
as if we should have to earn about £2,750m. 
by exports, to balance our payments. The 
war in Korea, the heavy rise in raw materials 
and the rearmament programme all con- 
tributed to make our task very much harder, 
but our objective must remain that of balanc- 
ing overseas spending by overseas earnings. 


“Now it may be said,” continued Sir 
Hartley, “ that with the rearmament effort, 
which is going to occupy up to 25 per cent. 
of engineering capacity, any such increase 
in our exports is unrealistic and impossible. 
Jt is certainly not an easy task. Capital 
investment on constructional work other 
than that for defence and exports, and even 
that, is being severely limited. The amount 
of steel available for our essential home 
needs is proving less than we had hoped, 
and the recent Order controlling the export 
of steel, including structural steel, to some 
extent affect the activities of construc- 
tional engineers like the members of the 
Group. I have every confidence, however, 
that your Group will be able to continue 
the important contribution to our export 
earnings. Already their achievement has 
been terrific; nor is the result simply to be 
calculated in the amount earned. The work 
accomplished, it remains as a monument 
and advertisement of British endeavour and 
skill, earns good will for us and, more eften 
than not, leads to exports of machinery, 
consumer goods and other things. 

“We at the Board of Trade and in the 
Ministries concerned with economic affairs 
wish well to this export Group,” concluded 
the President. ‘ Anything that I can do to 
help in ironing out difficulties and in pro- 
moting still further’ success I shall do to the 
best of my abilities.” 


A DB&SIRABLE FORM OF EXPORT 


Thanks for the “‘ steady stream of informa- 
tion” which reached them through the 
Officers of the Board of Trade both at home 
and abroad was expressed by Sir GODFREY 
MITCHELL in his response. That informa- 
tion gave them the complete picture neces- 
sary for members to organise their not 
unlimited resources to best advantage. The 
first five years after its foundation in 1940 
were spent by the Group in laying their 
channels for information; since the end of 
the war, the members had carried out a vast 
quantity of overseas contracting, which, he 
would say, was the purest and most desir- 
able form of export imaginable—an export 
of knowledge, skill, experience and judgment 
that required no additional import of 
materials, not even of foodstuffs, into Great 
Britain. 

The Group was also indebted to many 





kept them in the picture by information in 
the early stages of the broad outlines of 
their overseas projects. “ This information,” 
added Sir Godfrey, “can be of special value 
to commercial concerns established or 
operating abroad who are about to put in 
hand a development scheme. If they will 
get into touch with the Group, and give the 
broad outlines of the proposals, we are able 
to direct them to the civil engineering and 
building contractors who specialise in their 
type of work and who are familiar with 
lecal conditions.” 


NEW FORM OF CONTRACT PROPOSED 


The Chairman continued: “The question 
of forms of contract is obviously of import- 
ance, and we shall shortly be approaching 
you, Mr. President, with the suggestion that 
a Form of Contract should be used in which 
the standard general conditions (following 
as near as may be those applicable to work 
in this country) aré grouped together in 
Part 1, leaving the special conditions to be 
assembled in Part 2. This arrangement, we 
believe, will facilitate keen tendering and 
obviate possible misunderstanding and much 
waste of time and effort.” The Group’s 
directory, just issued, would be helpful in 
enabling a.decision to be taken as to which 
of the contracting organisations referenced 
any invitations to tender could most suitably 
be addressed. 


In welcoming the guests (who were repre- 
sentatives of Canada, Australia, India, 
Ceylon, East Africa, West Africa, the East 
Indies, West Indies and Fiji), Sm ALBERT 
BRAITHWAITE, M.P. (vice-chairman), said that 
the Group prided themselves on good work- 
manship and reliability. Abreast of the most 
modern methods of construction and 
equipped with a variety and volume of 
modern plant, they were ready to tackle any 
constructional problem. “ You will find us,” 
declared the speaker, “undaunted in spirit, 
enthusiastic to play our part in the great 
developments of the future.” 


Responding to the toast, Mr. JAMES 
GRIFFITHS, M.P., said that the activities of 
the Export Group impinged on his work 
as Secretary of State for the Colonies, for 
the members were engaged in important 
schemes in two-thirds ,of all the Colonies. 
The value of this could hardly be over- 
emphasised. All would agree that it was 
desirable and essential that political and con- 
structional development should progress 
together. Political advance unaccompanied 
by constructional and economic progress 
must lead to deterioration of political] affairs. 
Schools, hospitals, houses were everywhere 
needed in greater abundance, and in many 
Colonies which he had visited on his recent 
tour he had found greater pressure on the 
land than the land could carry. The solution 
was more industrialisation, which meant 
more factories, power stations and mines— 
all claims which the members of the Group 
could meet. Plans had been prepared for 
works of colonial development exceeding 
£200m., much of which concerned the con- 
structional industries. Local public works 
departments were doing all they could, but 
the scale and amount of many of the pro- 
jects were often beyond them. 

Major-GeEn. CLIvE S. STEELE, D.S.O., who 
also replied, gave a brief but interesting 
survey of Australia’s current position. An 
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organisation such as the Greup could help 
in the needed developments, though there 
was a great shorfage of labour, material and 
housing. He would advise a visit to the 
country to see the conditions. Labour 
troubles were aggravated by Communistic 
control of basic unions; the only way to 
clean this up, in his view, was to apply 
the compulsory secret ballot in trade unions. 
“If the heart of the country is rotten,” said 
the speaker, “it will go anyway; but the 
heart of Australia is sound, and there are 
great opportunities for any organisation that 
has the brains, the skill and the enterprise 
to share in its development.” 


Among those present were: H.E. the 
Belgian Ambassador, H.E. the High Com- 
missioner for India, Mr. L. E. Hewitt (acting 
High Commissioner, Australia), Mr. C. H. 
Torrance (acting High Commissioner, South 
Africa), Mr. R. P. Bower (Canadian Com- 
mercial Counsellor), Mr. J. B. Ross (Deputy 
High Commissioner, Rhodesia), Sir Arthur 
Whitaker, Sir Arthur Dean, Sir Charles 
Mole, the Nawab Zainyar Jung (Minister 
of Public Works, Hyderabad), Sir William 
Halcrow, Mr. Martin Briggs (Hon. Sec., 
R.I.B.A.), Mr. L. E. Henderson, Sir Hugh 
Beaver, Sir Thomas Bennett, Sir Norman 
Kipping, Sir J. Walker-Smith, Messrs. W. Lee 
Clarke, Howard Close (Sec., Export Group), 
B. H. Colquhoun, A. ®. Costain, C. T. Every, 
Oscar Faber, A. S. Gray, P. A. Hannen, 
S. F. S. Hearder, E. C. Holloway, W. K. 
Laing, Ian M. Leslie, S. H. Loweth, Howard 
Robertson, J. E. Swindlehurst, T. S. Tait, 
R. Wates and J. M. Wilson. 


RUSSIAN DEVELOPMENT 
Prefabricated Building 


fPHE application of science to the con- 

struction schemes won _ hydro-electric, 
irrigation and afforestation projects, at 
present under way in the U.S.S.R., was the 
subject of a lecture -by PRoFESSor J. D.. 
BERNAL, F.R.S., given at Beaver Hall, E.C.4, 
on June 21. 

At the beginning of his lecture, which 
was illustrated with lantern slides, Professor 
Bernal showed some pictures on building 
and architecture, including some on the more 
recent developments in Russian building 
techniques. The suspended gantries (to which 
he referred in a recent letter to the Editor, 
The Builder, May 25) were shown, together 
with a slide of the bricklaying team consist- 
ing of two men and three women, which 
was also mentioned in his letter. , 


Referring to prefabricated types of con- 
struction which, he said, were being widely 
used in Russia now, Professor Bernal said 
the method most generally used consisted 
of large panels 8 ft. by 4 ft. by 18 in., made 
up with an external facing of stone, a 
centre core of aerated concrete, and an 
internal surface of plaster. Windows, etc., 
were formed into the block during manu- 
facture, and arrived on the site already 
glazed. The blocks were positioned by large 
cranes. This type of construction, he said, 
was suitable only for buildings up to seven 
or eight storeys in height. 

Answering a question, after his lecture, on 
the type of jointing material used, he said 
that after a considerable amount of research 
the Russians had arrived at a completely 
satisfactory material which they called 
hydrophobic cement, but that he had been 
unable to find out very much about it. 

A party from the Society of Cultural Rela- 
tions with the U.S.S.R. are to visit Russia 
in the summer. 
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MODERN BUILDING 
EXHIBITION, CHESTER 


Bringing Knowledge of New 
Techniques to the Smaller Builder 


[From Our Own Correspondent | 


R. GEORGE BROWN, Minister of 
Works, was present on June 22 to open 

the “ Modern Building Exhibition,” organised 
by his department, which is being held at 
Chester until June 30. Mr. Brown said that, 
on top of the civilian programme, the build- 
ing industry also had the building needs of 
the defence programme to cope with at the 
present time, and there was in addition the 
difficulty of the shortage of labour. In such 
circumstances it was more than ever impor- 
tant to extend building “know-how” and a 
knowledge of new techniques throughout the 
industry, which was, of course, the purpose 
of this exhibition. Mr. Brown was welcomed 
to the exhibition by the Deputy-Mayor of 


Chester, Ald. P. H. Lawson, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.S.A., chairman of the city’s housing 
committee. 


The exhibition has been designed with the 
needs of the smaller builder particularly in 
mind. It is divided into sections demonstra- 
ting advances in recent building practice, 
modern site organisation, fuel efficiency, 
apprenticeship and training of recruits, the 
work of the chief architect’s division of the 
Ministry of Works and plant and equipment. 


BETTER HOUSING 

The North Pavilion contains a well-laid- 
out exhibit, by the Ministry of Works, 
designed to show how the knowledge ‘gained 
from research can be used to produce better 
houses at lower cost. Practical advice is 
given, among other matters, on the most 
economical pitch of roof to employ under 
different conditions, the appropriate type of 
renderings for varied degrees of éxposure— 
this incorporates a series of press buttons 
which gives the answer to “ Will the render- 
ing endure? ” for a given set of conditions— 
and the use of mechanical tools. A map 
shows that roughly half the houses in 
England must be built on shrinkable clay 
soils, and so are liable to develop serious 
structural cracks in summer; how to guard 
against this at low additional cost, by the 
provision of bored concrete piles under the 
foundations, is shown alongside. 

Another exhibit, to. which fuel shortages 
and the high cost of materials gives added 
point, shows the need for careful planning 
of domestic plumbing. “Cutaway” model 
houses illustrate, side by side, good and poor 
practice in plumbing, and emphasise the 
value of short runs, pipe lagging, etc. 

In the same pavilion, the D.S.I.R. have two 
main exhibits. The first shows the special 
advantages of aerated concrete, and describes 
the various methods of manufacture, such as 
the addition of aluminium powder to the 
wet concrete—this aerates the material by a 
chemical reaction which results in the pro- 
duction of bubbles of hydrogen—likely to 
give the best results. The second exhibit 
demonstrates how parapet walls can be con- 
structed to withstand the severest weather 
conditions. 

The range and scope of the chief architect’s 
division of the Ministry of Works is illus- 
trated in a display, also in the North Pavilion, 
made up of models, photographs and pers- 
pective drawings of buildings of local and 
national interest built by this department. 

One of the highlights of the exhibition. is 
the Ministry of Works’ ‘“ Modern Site 
Organisatien ” exhibit, to be found in the 
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East Pavilion. This shows how site record- 
ing systems, linked with incentives and aided 
by up-to-date equipment, can increase out- 
put and reduce costs. A large model illus- 
trates good and bad ways of going about 
the building of a group of houses. 

The most interesting feature of this exhibit 
is concerned with the substantial economies 
in building a number of houses that have 
been effected through the employment of a 
mobile crane. Charts show the actual pro- 
gress achieved at different dates on hous- 
ing sites at Aberdeen, on each of which 
62 traditional houses of similar design were 
recently erected. Analysis of the results 
showed that the crane saved 427 man- 
weeks on 62 houses or 7 man-weeks a house. 
In terms of money this meant a total saving 
of £2,503, or £40 a house. 

The crane used was a standard N.C.K. 
model with 60-ft. jib and 10-ft. swan neck 
extension, and was mounted on a crawler- 
tractor. Most of the equipment for use with 
the crane was specially developed by the 
contractor, and to this, and the skilled tech- 
nique of site management adopted, the sub- 
stantial savings in both time and costs can 
be largely credited. 

The East Pavilion also houses useful 
exhibits by the Coal Utilisation Joint 
Council, the Merseyside and North Wales 
Electricity Board and the North-Western 
Gas Board. 

The West Pavilion sets out to show the 
interesting careers in the various branches 
of the building industry that are now open 
to boys. There are demonstrations of 
plastering, plumbing and machinery arranged 
by the technical education authorities in the 
area, and students can be seen at work on 
demonstration “ sets” of the various trades. 
The importance of good craftsmanship is 
emphasised throughout, and the whole ex- 
hibit is skilfully arranged to show at a 
glance the opportunities for the exercise of 
real artistic ability, and other skills, to be 
found in the building industry to-day. If 
any type of exhibit can influence young 
people to become apprenticed to the building 
industry this is probably it. 

A competition for apprentice bricklayers 
is being held daily during the exhibition. 
The competition is divided into three sec- 
tions, junior (under 18), intermediate (18 to 
20) and senior (over 20), and entrants work 
in couples. The set piece is a pair of 
chimneys 6 ft. high, for which 73 hours is 
allowed. Lord Morrison, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, will 
present the prizes—suitably inscribed trowels 
—to-day (June 29). 


PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 


There is a varied plant and equipment 
section, but apart from the Jules Weitz 
(type G-12) constructional crane [described 
in The Builder of April 20 last], which 
has been selected as the dominant feature, 
heavy equipment has been largely excluded, 
the emphasis here being upon the needs 
of the small and medium-sized builder. The 
crane has been supplied by Machinery (Con- 
tinental), Ltd. 

Interesting features in this section include 
the display of portable electric tools staged 
by George H. Wright, Ltd., of Chester; the 
Clipper patent masonry saw, using the new 
step-cutting principle (Clipper Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd.); the tube sawing and threading 
machine (S.-C. Neville, Ltd); Stiplex rustic 
brick machines (Bentley and Garforth); 
Nelson stud welding equipment (Crompton 
Parkinson, Ltd.); a patent carry-boom 
(Frederick Parker, Ltd.); and the Highway 
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H.D.  earth-boring mechine (Cheshire 
Engineering Co., Ltd.). 

The light tubular structures on exhibition 
by Tubeclamps have also been used in all 
semi-covered stands in the ground, as they 
have the advantage of not being liable to 


damage tentage. 


N.F.B.T.E. HALF-YEARLY 
MEETING 


Details of Arrangements 

THE HALF-YEARLY MEETING Of _ the 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers will take place on July 4 and § 
at Whitley Bay, Northumberland. 

On July 4, following an official welcome 
of members and their ladies by the Whitley 
Bay Council, the half-yearly meeting will 
take place at the Rex Hotel, Whitley Bay, 
During the day the ladies will visit Wark- 
worth and Alnwick Castle. In the evening 
a reception and dance will be held at the 
Rotunda Ballroom, at the invitation of the 
Whitley Bay Council. 

On July 5, members and their guests will 
pay a visit to Sunderland where an official 
lunch will take place at the New Rink. h 
the evening dancing in the Empress Bal: 
room will follow dinner in the Rotunda 
Room, Whitley Bay. 

On July 3, the golf tournament for the 
National Federation’s golf trophy, presented 
by the Liverpool Region, will take place 
on the Tynemouth golf course. 


SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
APPRENTICES 


Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council Awards 

Six young builders have won scholarships, 

each for three years’ study at a univer- 

sity or technical college, under a scheme 

sponsored by the Building Apprenticeship 

and Training Council. The scholarships, 

valued at about £200 a year, are tenable at 

Manchester, Cardiff or Leeds Universities, or 
at a technical college. 

The successful boys, who will receive their 
certificates of award from the Minister of 
Works, Mr. George Brown, in London early 
next month, are: Ian (J. G. S.) Marvin (aged 
18), plumber apprentice, of Motherwell; J. 
C. Forrest (17), bricklayer apprentice, of 
Stoke, nr. Chichester; D. J. T. Shears (18), 
carpenter apprentice, of Bournemouth; K. H. 
W. Ellis (21), carpenter, of South Norwood; 
E. J. Berry (19), bricklayer apprentice, of 
Kennington; and R. C. Robinson (21), build 
ing surveyor, of West Bridgford, Notting- 
ham. 

The first four boys have won scholarships 
awarded by the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council. Edward Berry’s scholar: 
ship is donated by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives, and Robert 
Robinson’s by the Nottingham Co-operative 
Society. 

The awards have been made following 4 
written examination held in April in Lor 
don, Manchester, Edinburgh, Wolverhamp- 
ton, Cardiff and Bath. Of the total number 
of boys who entered for this examination, 
13 were chosen for final interview i 
London. 

Since the scholarship scheme was intro 
duced by the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council in 1947, 25 boys have won 
entrance for fuli-time study at universities 
or technical colleges. A condition of the 
awards is that the boys will, on completion 








of their courses, take up positions in the 
building industry as distinct from the allied 
professions, 
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BRITAIN’S WATER RESOURCES 


Network of Gauging Stations 
Recommended 

JHE FIRST REPORT of the Inland Water 
Survey Committee to be published since the 
war has now been issued by the Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning and the 
Scottish Office (Stationery Office, 9d.). 

The committee recommend that surface 
water surveys should cover in some degree 
every part of the basin of all rivers with 
substantial water resources. They state: 
“Every river board in England and Wales 
should, in our view, aim to establish a 
systematic and permanent _ hetwork of 
gauging stations covering their area.” As 
a fesult, accurate and comprehensive 
measurements could be made, either con- 
tinuously or periodically. The committee 
recommend that in Scotland an organisation 
should be set up specifically charged with 
the duty of survey and equipped with the 
means to perform it. 

The results obtained should, in the com- 
mittee’s opinion, be published so_ that 
information would be readily available for 
judging any fresh scheme put forward for 
the utilisation of water resources. 


BRITISH WATERWORKS 
ASSOCIATION 


Hopes of Setting Up Own Testing 
tation 

ADDRESSING the annual conference of 
4% the British Waterworks Association, 
held at Portrush, Northern 
Ireland, from June 20 to 22, Sir William 
Neill, the president, said: “If we believe in 
our industry and our association we can 
give it that extra encouragement, that extra 
finance which will make it a most powerful 
instrument in the formation and carrying out 
of policy throughout the length and breadth 
of the land.” 

Sir William believed that the British 
Waterworks Association’s impact upon the 
water industry had substantially changed the 
general attitude to water supplies and that 
the association was probably the most fruit- 
ful instrument for carrying out those further 
advances which would assist towards the 
ultimate solution of most of the present 
problems. 

Referring to the recently published report 
on the “ Organisation of the Water Supply 
Industry,” Sir William suggested that 
whether there was any Governmental action 
or not there were certain fields in which the 
association could itself initiate co-ordinated 
action. For example, schedules of charges, 
methods of making charges, hire purchase, 
preparation of standard forms of agreement 
and the setting up of joint advisory water 
committees. 

He also felt that the association might 
formulate a policy of service to the con- 
sumer for the consideration of each water 
authority. 

Of water fittings, Sir William pointed out 
that wherever they were talked about, the 
first question asked was, “ Have they been 
approved by the British Waterworks Asso- 
ciation?” 

The instrument of that approval was the 

nding Committee on Water Regulations, 
Which worked with the co-operation of and 
by means of facilities afforded by the major 
Water undertakings of the country. The 
committee had for a long time contemplated 
setting up its own prototype testing station. 
Sir William hoped he would be able to 


Teport good progress in this direction in 
another 12 months. 
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Dealing with the activities of the Associa- 
tion, Sir William declared: “The water 
undertakings of this country, acting in con- 
cert through a strong association, are able 
collectively to further the interests of the 
industry as a whole and to make their 
wishes and their needs known to the com- 
munity and, moreover, to the State. I do 
not exaggerate when I say that our Associa- 
tion is to-day of greater importance than it 
has ever been before.” 


WATER SUPPLIES 
Co-ordinating Body Recommended 


HE formation of a co-ordinating body 
with general jurisdiction over, but not 
ownership of, the water supply industry, is 
recommended in a report on the organisa- 
tion of the water supply industry in England 
and Wales, published on June 1 by the 
British Waterworks Association. It is sug- 
gested that the co-ordinating body should 
be appointed by the Minister’ of Local 
Government and Planning and answerable 
to him, although it would not be part of 
that Ministry. 

The proposed organisation would collate 
information about water resources, help 
regional joint advisory committees and indi- 
vidual water authorities and, perhaps, 
re-allocate existing sources of supply. 


The initiation of water supply schemes is 
suggested in cases where water authorities or 
regional committees have failed; where a 
scheme is too big or expensive for them to 
undertake ; or where a scheme is devised 
for bulk supplies to more than one authority. 

The committee states that, though not 
perfect, the water supply industry in England 
and Wales is undoubtedly the best in the 
world. The cost of water per 1,000 gallons 
is just under 1s. 6d., whereas in 1938-39 it 
was slightly over 1s. Assuming that the 
total average consumption a head a day is 
50 gallons, and that a quarter of the total 
average consumption a head is for industrial 
purposes, the individual person consumes 374 
gallons a day. 
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On the question of restrictions on water 
supply during dry spells the committee 
states: “ The answer is to build very large 
and costly new works, particularly storage 
reservoirs. The water industry is quite 
willing to undertake this work if there is 
shown to be an overwhelming demand for 
this kind of service, but the public must 
indicate that it is prepared to pay a very 
heavy premium for an insurance against 
what is, after all, a relatively small risk.” 


“ FORERUNNER OF 
NATIONALISATION ” 


Welshpool Chamber of Trade and Direct 
Labour 


WELSHPOOL CHAMBER OF ‘TRADE has 
accused the Welshpool Borough Council of 
competing with private builders by follow- 
ing a direct labour policy on building sites 
and in other directions, and a deputation has 
been arranged with the object of inter- 
viewing the council representatives regarding 
the situation created. 

The allegation is that the council was 
competing with an unfair advantage, and 
while questions were asked regarding staff. 
and transport charges in the borough sur- 
veyor’s department, other members of the 
chamber suggested the council was follow- 
ing a policy which, if adopted nationally, 
would be the forerunner of the nationalisa— 
tion of the building trade. 

The chamber took its action on a letter 
from Mr. R. W. Naylor, the proprietor of a 
Welshpool building and civil engineering 
firm. It is urged that local traders should 
be given opportunities for tendering for 
work and materials required by the council. 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS 
Lighting a Potent Factor 


In a paper presented at the Nationa? 
Industrial Safety Conference, organised by 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Acci- 
dents, which was held at Scarborough re- 
cently, Mr. H. C. WesTON, F.I.E.S., director 
of the Medical Research Council’s group for 
research in occupational optics, said that 
industrial efficiency and safety were heavily 
dependent upon sight and foresight. “ Giver 
foresight, appropriate measures—one of 
which is proper lighting—can be taken to 
prevent personal injury from dangerous 
things and events. If we let it, sight shows 
us the work in hand and its physical environ- 
ment in such detail, and so comprehensively 
and quickly, that our activities can be made 
most productive and protective. 

“For this to be so there must be sufficient 
and suitable lighting of the eyes by the work 
objects and the surrounding objects, of which 
the general environment consists. Therefore, 
due account has to be taken of the nature 
of these objects and of the way in which 
visual efficiency varies with the illumination 
of the eyes by them if factory lighting is to 
be well planned.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Export Licensing Regulations 


The Board of Trade have published the 
Export of Goods (Control) Order, 195t. 
which came into operation on June 21, and 
brings up to date the Consolidation Order, 
1950, with all subsequent amendments. 

In addition, one formal change is made: 
goods for which a licence to export has 
already been given under the recent Control 
of Goods (Import Certificates) Order, 1951, 
are no longer controlled under this Export 
Goods Order. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Investment Programme 


[N the House of Cemmons on June 21, 

Mr. GAITSKELL, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, made a statement on the invest- 
ment-programme. He said that the heavy 
new demands of the defence programme on 
the engineering industries must involve some 
check to civil investment at home. The 
total output of these industries was limited 
by shortages of steel and other materials, 
and we cannot afford a serious decline in 
exports of metal goods when the rapidly 
rising cost of imports presents a serious 
threat to the stability of our oversea balance 
of payments. 

In consequence there would, in 1951, be 
no increase in the supplies of plant and 
machinery available for home industry, while 
in 1952 and 1953 there must be a substan- 
tial reduction, since more and more of the 
engineering industry would be producing 
armaments instead. Moreover, of the plant 
and machinery available for the home 
market, a much larger share must from now 
on go to firms engaged on defence produc- 
tion, so that even in 1951 there would be 
some fall in supplies for purely civil 
purposes. 

In the case of the building and construc- 
tional engineering industries, output should 
continue to rise by about five per cent. a 
year. Provision would have to be made, 
however, out of this increased production 
for a substantial amount of defence work, 
and in the next two years some parts of the 
civil building programme were bound to be 
delayed in areas where important defence 
works have to be executed and where they 
would, if necessary, be given special 
priority. 

In view of the greater uncertainty caused 
by the impact of defence production and 
material shortages, he did not propose to 
publish for 1951 or 1952 a detailed invest- 
ment programme of the kind prepared in 
previous years with figures for individual 
industries. He could, however, give the 
broad outcome of the recent review of the 
programme and indicate in general terms 
the level of investment which they hoped 
still to achieve. 

Total fixed investment in 1951, including 
a substantial amount of defence investment, 
might amount to £2,230 million (in terms of 
prices ruling at the end of 1950), compared 
with £2,162 million in 1950. This repre- 
sented only a very small increase. It would 
be accompanied by an actual decline in the 
amount of civil investment, which must be 
expected to fall still further in 1952 and 
1953. 

Within this total it was intended that in- 
vestment in coal, electricity, gas, coke ovens, 
railways, roads and petroleum would te 
higher than in 1950—in the first two cases 
substantially higher. The programme of new 
industrial building for manufacturing in- 
dustry, other than the industries to which 
he had already referred, would continue at 
about the same rate as in 1950, but a pro- 
portion of the work will be on projects 
directly or indirectly related to defence, and 
fewer licences would, therefore, be avail- 
able for ordinary civil projects. 

There would be some increase in invest- 
ment in education in 1951 and 1952, though 
less than was planned a year ago. The 
housing programme would be maintained at 
200,000 houses a year, but there might have 
to be some local interference with house 
building in the interests of defence work. 

investment in other fields would have to 
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be severely restricted. 


The volume of 
Government building would be checked and 
in 1952 would be below the 1950 level. 
Investment in the health services, on some 
local government services, and on university 
building would have to be less than it would was delivered to the 34th annual conference. 
otherwise have been, and in some cases at Cleethorpes, on June 26, by Sm Lug 


BUILDING OPERATIVES 


would have to be brought down below the Fawcett, O.B.E. 


level achieved in 1950. 
for agricultural purposes. 


special measures. 


It would be neces- 


offices which were an integral part of indus- of public enterprise was expanding in many 


trial establishments. 


Secondly, it was pro- ways. The process was proceeding, largely 


posed to ban all building projects for enter- obscurely, by almost imperceptible degreg 


tainment purposes costing more than £5,000. in some 
Projects costing. less would be licensed only definitely, 


but nevertheless quite 


respects, 
and with irresistibk 


broadly 


if there were especially strong reasons for finality. 


permitting this work to be done. 


These particular restrictions, and the gene- question of the capital expenditure on build 
ral reduction in the level of civil investment, ing, and the manner of its allocation,” con 
would unfortunately have to continue for tinued the President. 
Architects, engineers and other money calls the tune. 
staff were Works is, in essence, a Ministry of Build 


some time. 


professional and _ technical 


“The Government is decisive on th 


“He who finds the 
The Ministry of 


urgently required now to deal with the ing. The Ministry of Labour and National 


large and sudden increase in the planning Service has 
The Government hoped respect 
who possibly could, labour. 


of defence works. 
that all employers 


its own special powers in 
to the employment of building 
The Ministry of Local Govem- 


would release staff—especially those engaged ment and Planning exercises determining 
on long-term civil projects—for this much influence on housing and town building 


more urgent defence work. 


The Government had also considered care- 


Other Ministries control their 


generally. 
The Local 


own needs for construction. 


fully whether, in the new circumstances, Authorities decide their own building pro- 
further progress could be made with the re- grammes, and put them in practice, mainly 


construction of blitzed towns and cities. 


It by giving the work to private contractors. 


was clear that during the next two years it Nevertheless, the urge to build by direct 


would not be possible to do much. They labour is increasing. 


The boards of the 


proposed, however, to make a special survey nationalised industries are the employing 
of the position area by area, and to decide agencies therein, with numbers of building 
in each case, in the light of the supply of workers among those employed.” 


labour and materials, what might be spared 


Turning to the question of wages, which 


for this purpose. Work already authorised he said were now double those pre-war, Sit 
would be completed and new work would Luke said that the cost of living constituted 
be approved as and when this could be done the most serious question at the moment. 
without holding up more urgent and impor- There was no end to wage demands, nor 
tant projects such as defence and housing, Could there be without a planned economy. 


The ban on new office building would not, Economic security was the necessary basis 


therefore, apply to blitzed areas. 
Replying 
MR. 


GAITSKELL reaffirmed his statement 


of industrial peace. While economic dis- 


to supplementary questions, Orders were rife, and detrimental to the 


workers, wage: claims were certain to be 


that the housing programme remained at Made. The workers must live, and they 


200,000 houses a year. 


would inevitably strive to effect security and 
improvement in their living. Members 
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would welcome the increase in holiday pay- 
ments. The increase of 3d. in the value of 
holiday stamps—now 2/3d: for adults and 
1/9d. for those under 18—would contribute 
something towards meeting the needs. 
** Naturally,” said Sir Luke, “ we want more. 
We asked for 6d. Nor are we satisfied with 
just the week’s holiday. We are confident 
that the industry can afford a fortnight, and 
that with full pay.” 
“ Nationalising ” Building 

Speaking on the operatives’ aim to ensure 
the nationalisation of the building industry, 
Sir Luke said: “It is my settled conviction 
that the only way to rationalise the building 
industry, organise it efficiently, enable it t0 
take full advantage of the marvellous 
machines, powers and techniques now avail 
able; the only way to bring stupendous 
capacities into operation to equip Britain 
with the buildings so vital for the domestit, 
economic and social life of the people, 8 
by nationalising it. At the present time tt 
is obviously failing to function as it should. 
Only as a social service will it reach full 





expression and fruition.” 








Sir Luke Fawcett’s Presidential Addregy 


[THE presidential address to the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operative 


The constantly growing relationship with 
sary also to reduce private building work the Government Departments and Com 
mittees, the Local Authorities, the boards of 
The Government had also decided on two the nationalised industries, and so on, ma 
The building of all new necessary by circumstances, indicated th 
offices would, for the time being, be pro- great fundamental change that was takin 
hibited, except where work had begun or place in the determination, control and ug 
already been authorised or in other very of building services, said Sir Luke. The are 
special circumstances, or in the case of of private enterprise was shrinking; the arg 
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ES NEWS IN BRIEF 


idrey Architect to Shell-Mex and B.P. 
ational Mr. D. A. Birchett, A.R.I.B.A., has been 
rativd appointed architect to Shell-Mex and B.P. 


rence Ltd. 


LURE srchitects Win at Golf 


The annual match of the R.I.B.A. Golfing 
Society with the L.M.B.A. Golfing Society 
was played at West Hill on June 12 and 
resulted in a win for the architects by 134 to 


11}. 


Scottish Low-cost House Models 
Models of low-cost house designs are 


> with 
Com 
rds of 
made 
ds the 
taking 
1d use 
e area 


null being prepared by architects of the Depart- 
he 1) ment of Health for Scotland and will be com- 
a pleted shortly. Views on these are to be 


“quit sought from four housewives. 
istibl LQ.S. March Examinations 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors has 
issued a list of the candidates who obtained 
a pass or part pass in the preliminary, special 


1 the 
build 
’ Con 


is the test and professional examinations held at 
‘y off centres in London, Birmingham, Bradford, 
Build: Bath, Glasgow, Liverpool and abroad on 
tional March 5 to 9 last. 
rs in 
ilding § “Unsuitable for Motor Vehicles ” 
ver: The British Road Federation’s latest film- 
ning § strip, “Unsuitable for Motor Vehicles,” 
ilding fis being released to schools and 
their § police lecturers on road safety for the modest 
Local § charge of 6d., to cover packing and postage. 
pro’ § The film provides a striking comparison of 
ainly § English and Continental highways, showing 
ctols. § how well-designed and spacious roads are 
direct § becoming a feature of Western Europe 
f the B to-dav. 
oying 
Iding § Preservation of the Cotswolds 
vhich Local authorities interested in the preser- 
+, Sir vation of the Cotswold countryside have de- 
tuted § ‘cided after a meeting at the home of Mr. 
nent. } W. S. Morrison, M.P. for Cirencester and 
nor Tewkesbury and former Conservative 
omy. | Minister of Town and Country Planning, to 
basis | seek an interview with the Minister of Local 
dis — Government and Planning to press for the 
the | building of traditional houses only in that 
> be part of the country. A draft case for sub- 
they § Mission to the Minister is to be prepared and 
and § ach authority is to be invited to appoint 
\bers § ‘two delegates for the interview. 
pay: 
e of § 125 Years of Progress 
he: Hall and Co., Ltd., of Victoria Wharf, 


Croydon, Surrey, have recently published, 





a for private circulation, the story of the 
with growth of their business from 1824 to the 
dent present day. This story, which has been 
al written by Mr. C. G. Dobson, a director 

of the firm, appears in the form of a book 

containing some very fine reproductions of 

Paintings and engravings and numerous 
sure photographs which serve to illustrate the 
stry, scope of the company’s work. The book, 
tion § Which is entitled “ A Century and a Quarter,” 
ding 18 dedicated to the staff and workmen, past 
t to and present, who have helped to build up 
lous — the business. Referring to the growth of 
vat } the company in a foreword, Mr. H. Valentine 
lous Il, the present chairman, says: “ Without 
tain the Opportunity to serve, no business can 
sti¢, exist; without the trust and support of manu- 
, 1S facturers, suppliers and customers, growth 
e it would not have been possible.” This 
uld, §- ¢Xemplifies the spirit of the company and 
full Y are to be congratulated on this well!- 


produced book. 
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Change of Title 

As the Overseas Architects Service is now 
acting in the United Kingdom on behalf of 
firms of engineers, quantity surveyors and 
contractors and of municipalities abroad, in 
addition to architects and planners, it has 
changed its name to the Overseas Technical 


Service. The address remains 5, Welldon- 
crescent, Harrow, Middlesex. Cables : 
Service, Harrow. 
Building Alliance Golf Matches 

The summer meeting of the Building 


Alliance Golfing Society will take place at 
Moor Park on July 17, when singles 
(medal play) and a 4-ball foursome (3/4 
handicap) against bogey will be played. 
Prizes will be awarded for each event, in- 
cluding a scratch prize for the singles. Con- 
currently with the singles, the “Bunter” 
Griffith Memorial Trophy will be played for. 
The closing date for entries is July 10. 


A Brickmaker’s Estate 


Sir Percy Malcolm Stewart, Bt., O.B.E., 
D.L., president of the London Brick Com- 
pany, Limited, and Associated Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Limited, left 
£541,869 (duty paid £321,624). After pay- 
ment of legacies to his family and subject 
to a life interest in favour of his widow, the 
whole estate, except for the valuable collec- 
tion of pictures, tapestries, furniture, and 
other works of art which passes on his 
widow’s death to the National Trust, is given 
to the trustees of the Sir Malcolm Stewart 
General Charitable Trust which Sir Malcolm 
Stewart founded some years ago to provide 
homes for retired employees of the London 
Brick Company. 
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Swedish Houses for Australia 


A Swedish prefab factory with a capacity 
of 25 houses per week will shortly be started 
in Sydney. The manufacturers have already 
received orders for 1,800 houses, and the 
first shipment of 362 units has recently 
arrived in -Australia, where they are now 
being erected in Sydney and Brisbane. 
Delivered complete with all basic fixtures 
and installations, a house copsisting of kit- 
chen and four rooms costs 8070. 


Symposium on Prestressed Concrete 


The Cement and Concrete Association has 
organised a symposium on prestressed con- 
crete continuous and framed structures to 
be held at the Institution of Structural 
Engineers on September 24 and 25 next, 
the date of which has been arranged in order 
that overseas visitors attending the Building 
Research Congress may have an opportunity 
of taking part. Copies of the programme 
are obtainable from The Cement and Con- 
crete Association, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, 
S.W.1. 


Peabody Fund’s Building Schemes 


In the eighty-sixth annual report of the 
governors of the Peabody Donation Fund 
which has recently been published, notice is 
given of new building schemes, planned to 
be undertaken with the assistance of the 
housing subsidy. On the Pimlico estate, 
work was begun in February last. on 
the erection of a five-storey block of ten flats, 
on the site of the war-damaged block over- 
looking Grosvenor-road and the river. The 
cost of this block, including fees, is £21,600. 
The architects are Messrs. John Grey and 
Partners, F. and L.R.I.B.A. On the Roscoe- 
street estate the fund propose to build 164 
flats at an estimated cost, including fees, of 
£350,000. 


Scarce Materials Mission 


A specialist group on the conservation of 
scarce materials is shortly to be sent by the 
Anglo-American Council on Productivity to 
the United States. This group is to inquire 
into measures being taken and planned in 
the engineering and allied industries in the 
United States for the conservation and effi- 
cient utilisation of scarce materials. It is 
concerned primarily with the immediate 
short-term problem, but would wish also to 
be put in touch with any long-term steps 
(involving basic changes in design) being 
currently planned. Among the headings 
suggested for the inquiry are scarce materials 
substitution; emergency specifications and 
standards; short-term alterations in design; 
and factory reorganisation to ensure 
economy. 


Domestic Heating Problems 


Architects and clerks of works from the 
new towns of Hemel Hempstead, Stevenage 
and Crawley recently attended the first of a 
series of one-day courses on the theoretical 
and practical approaches to the problem of 
efficient domestic heating services which are 
being held by the Coal Utilisation Joint 
Council at their Vauxhall training centre. 
Emphasis was laid on the importance of 
planning houses round the domestic heating 
services, and lectures and demonstrations 
were given on the installation and mainten- 
ance of some of the 150 heating appliances 
on display at the centre. Particular stress 
was laid on the need to implement one of 
the main recommendations of the Simon 
Report, which called for the main winter 
space and water heating load to be borne 
by solid fuel. 
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Smokeless Fuels Travelling Exhibition 


A novel kind of mobile showroom has 
been specially designed by the Solid Smoke- 
less Fuels Federation to demonstrate, par- 
ticularly to country dwellers, the latest types 
of domestic solid smokeless fuel appliances. 
It allows eight typical appliances, covering 
all the heat services in the home, to be on 
view. The mobile showroom will visit 
country shows and market towns, and in- 
quiries regarding the itinerary should be 
addressed to the Solid Smokeless Fuels Fed- 
eration, 1, Grosvenor-place, S.W.1. 


Cement Works Sanctioned 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning has given the British Portland 
Cement Manufacturers permission to work 
chalk and marl for the manufacture of 
cement at the Norman Cement Works, Cam- 
bridge, but has imposed a number of condi- 
tions to prevent unnecessary defacement of 
the countryside. There is to be a tree- 
planting scheme and a landscape scheme for 
the treatment of the marl areas, and all 
plant and machinery are to be removed once 
they are no longer needed for the purpose 
for which they were installed. 


E.J.M.A. Council Meeting 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association, 
the following firms were elected members: 
J. S. and G. C. Batley, Blanket Hall-st., Heck- 
mondwike, Yorks; E. Turner and Sons, Ltd., 
Penarth-road, Cardiff; and H. T. Holland, 
Ltd., School-lane, Upholand, near Wigan, 
Lancs. Subjects discussed at the meeting in- 
cluded points arising on the specification for 
the new E.J.M.A. standard casement 
windows with the heavier sections, the pre- 
sent timber position, and the position of the 
trade with regard to export and rearmament. 





Materials Handling in Industry 


_ The Anglo-American Council on Produc- 
tivity, 21, Tothill-street, London, S.W.1, 
have recently published a booklet on 
“Materials Handling in Industry.” This is 
a pamphlet version of the ~~ Productivity 
Team Report, published by the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity under the 
same title a year ago. There are numerous 
illustrations which, combined with a very 
clear text, have the single aim of driving 
home vital points to the reader with little 
reading time on his hands, and, in particular, 
the industrial worker. Copies of the pamph- 
let can be obtained from the above address, 
price 6d. each. Bulk supplies are available 
on reduced terms. 


Purification of Swimming-bath Water 
Infectious disease caused by polluted water 
in swimming-baths is relatively rare, and 
generally, in properly controlled baths, the 
risk of water becoming sufficiently polluted 
to cause harm is extremely remote, according 
to the report of a committee on the Purifi- 
cation of the Water of Swimming-baths, 
published by the Ministry of Health 
(Stationery Office, 1s. 6d.). The importance 
of water treatment is emphasised, and the 
report states that for swimming-pools filled 
from the main supply, the method of con- 
tinuous rapid filtration, combined with con- 
tinuous sterilisation and aeration, properly 
carried out with modern plant of adequate 
size, is capable not only of keeping the water 
of approximately drinking water purity but 
also enables important economies to be made 
ee cost of water and heating. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


A. and J. Scott, Ltd. (494468.) Regd. Apr. 19, 41, 
Tably-rd., N.7, bldrs., bricklayers, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: A. W. Scott and J. D. Scott. 

H. J. Simmons (Builders), Ltd. (494501.) Regd. 
Apr. 19, 100, Manor-way, Barnehurst, Kent. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dirs.: H. J. C. Simmons and E. H. C. Simmons, 

R. and H. L. Owen, Ltd. (494528.) Regd. Apr. 19, 
36, Queen-st., Aberystwyth, bldrs., etc. Nom.cap.: £7,500 
Dir.: Miss G. E. Owen Gretton, St. David’s-rd., Abery- 
stwyth. 

James W. Taylor (Terrington), Ltd. (494571.) Regd. 
Apr. 20, The Bungalow, New-rd., Terrington, St. John, 
Wisbech, Cambs., bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: J. W. Taylor and Mary H. Taylor. 

J. O. Jones Constructions, Ltd. (494577.) Regd. 
Apr. 20, 11, Peter-st., Manchester, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom.cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G.G. Jones, Roseville, 
Morfa Nevin, Caerns. 

W. W. Leese (Halifax), Ltd. (494638.) Regd. 
Apr. 21, Lower Brear, Stump Cross, Halifax, bldrs., etc 
Nom. cap.: £11,000. Dirs.: W. W. Leese and Beryl 
E. Leese, Lea Villa, Mytholm, Stump Cross, Halifax. 

O. A. Tong and Co., Ltd. (494670.) Regd. Apr. 23, 
West Lea, Lincoln-id., Ruskington, Sleaford, Lincs., 
bidrs. and contractors, public works and haulage con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: O. A. Tong 
and Mrs. J. C. Tong. 

Edwards Brothers (Gravesend), Ltd. (494697.) Regd. 
Apt. 24, West-st., Gravesend, Kent, joiners and car- 
enters. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: H. S. Edwards, 
Davann, Windsor-rd., Gravesend. 

Kempson and Cannon (Builders), Ltd. (494712.) 
Regd. Apr. 24, 34, The Drive, Morden, Surrey. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: W. Kempson. 

L. A. Jackman and Son, Ltd. (494714.) Regd. 
Apr. 24, 15a, Vernon-pl., Cheltenham, bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: L. A. Jack- 
man, 9, Anlaby Court, Evesham-rd., Cheltenham. 

W. J. Haward, Ltd. (494826.) Regd. Apr. 26, 78, 
High-st., Hoddesdon, Herts, bldr., contractor and under- 
taker, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: W. J. Haward 
and Mrs. E. F. Haward, Ashleigh, Stanstead-rd., Hoddes- 
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Charles S. Foster and Sons, Ltd. (494733.) Regi 
Apr. 25, 14/16, Smarts-la., Loughton, Essex, bid 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: F. 
Foste:i, 37, Alderton Hill, Loughton. 

Essex Steel Scaffolding Co., Ltd. (494738.) Regi 
Api. 25, 9a, High Beech-rd., Loughten, Essex. Nog 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: F. S. Foster, 37, Alderton Hi 
Loughton. 





B. F. Steel, Ltd. (494868.) Regd. Apr. 28, Norj 
View, Marsh-la., Stallingborough, Lincs., bidrs. ang 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: B. RB 
Steel. 

H. Eaton, Ltd. (494889.) Regd. Apr. 28, 2, Clement, 
Inn, Strand, W.C.2, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap, 
£1,000. Dir.: H. Eaton, 80, Whitebeam-av., South 
borough, Bromley, Kent. 

J. A. Robeson and Son, Ltd. (494893.) Regd. Ap, 
28, 61, West Smithfield, E.C.1, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap; 
£2,000. Dir.: F. G. Robeson, 24, Castledine-r, 
Anerley, S.E.20. 

Marsh (Emsworth), Ltd. (494907.) Regd. Apr. 4 
31a, North-st., Emsworth, Hants, bldrs. and civil engng 
contractors, etc. Nom.cap.: £15,000. Dirs.: L. W.G 
Marsh and Mrs. V. G. Marsh, Kaleda, la, Beacherd, 
Emsworth, Hants. 

D. J. Connolly, Ltd. (494937.) Regd. Apr. % 
general contractors, bldg. and civil engng. contracton, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: D. J. Connolly anj 
Mrs. L. Connolly, 29, Anfield-rd., Liverpool, 4. 

William Tyler (Brockley), Ltd. (495080.) Regi 
May 2, 1, Brockley-gr., Brockley, S.E.4, bldrs., com 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: C. C. Aken 
390, Malden-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. 

H. Dernie and Sons, Ltd. (495053.) Regd. May2 
69, Stovin-rd., Sheffield, bldrs. and contractors. Nom 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: Mrs. A. Dernie. 

W. H. Bonselland Sons, Ltd. (495115.) Regd. May}, 
Granby-chmbrs., 1, Halford-st., Leicester, bldrs. anj 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. H 
Bonsell, Wyte Cot., 82, Forest Gate, Anstey, Leics. 

Mergents, Ltd. (495141.) Regd. May 4, 67, High-st, 
Newport, Mon., bidrs. and bldg. contractors, etc. Nom 
cap.: £100. Dir.:, R. L. Weavers, 19, Sunnydale-gdns, 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. 

J. Stocks and Sons (Builders), Ltd. (495184.) Regd. 
May 5, 29a, Brightside-rd., Hither Green, S.E.13. Nom 
cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: J. A. Stocking and Mrs. J. Stocking, 
71, Brightside-rd., Hither Green, S.E.13. 


TRADE NEWS 
Acoustic Tiles at Lucton School 


The acoustic tiles to the ceilings of Lucton 
Secondary School, Loughton (illustrated in 
our last issue) were installed by Messrs. John 
Dale, Ltd., New Southgate, N.11. The Essex 
County Architect is Mr. H. Conolly, 
F.R.L.B.A. 


Softwood Joinery Supplies 


According to a “news flash” issued by 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, “all the items of joinery for a typical 
present-day house can be supplied in soft- 
wood without exceeding the allocation of 
softwood for joinery per house. Prompt 
supplies of wood windows, doors, door 
frames and kitchen units, etc., can be 
assured.” 


Company’s New London Manager 


Mr. H. Thom, London manager of the 
North British Rubber Co., Ltd., who has 
had almost 50 years’ service with the com: 
pany, is planning to retire at the close of 
1951. Until then, Mr. Thom will continue 
on special assignments in London. The new 
London branch manager is Mr. L. Corbet, 
formerly in charge of Newcastle-on-Tyné 
branch. 


A New Building Board 


Asbestolux, a product of the Cape Asbes 
tos Co., Ltd., 114-16, Park-street, W.1, 3 
a new incombustible building board claimed 
to possess twice the insulation value and 
the weight of normal incombustible boards 
It is supplied in sheets of 8 ft. by 4 ft. and 
in thicknesses of 3/16 in., 4 in. and } @ 
It can be nailed and sawn with ordinaly 
woodworking tools, no special decorative 
treatment is necessary. It has recently beet 
used for lining the walls of the new_hangaf 
under construction at London Airport. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—C.C. have plans in hand for factory 
extension for J. Gummond, Ltd., to be erected at 
Bridge-st., Girvan. 

Belishill.—Plans are being prepared for 180 houses 
on the Orbeston housing scheme. The architect is 
Mr. Samuel MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., Council-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new public 
school at Halkhead Farm, for which the architect 
is Mr. John MacNab, F.R.LB.A., 129, Bath-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new canteen to be 
erected at Queenslie industrial estate, for which 
the ne are George A. Boswe!] & Partners, 
F.R.I.B.A., 256, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2: 

Glasgow.—Corporation to carry out alterations 
and additions at the Whitevale Remand Home for 
a new catering college at an est. cost of £24, Lg 
The architect is Mr. John MacNab, F. = I.B.A., 
Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for 28 houses in flats at 
Manswood housing site and for which the architect 
is Mr. Archibald J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A.. Corporation 
Housing Department, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 
Glasgow, E.C. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 44 houses to be 
erected at Beechwood housing site by the Scottish 
Special Pa ag Association, Ltd. The architect 
is Mr. A. G. Sinclair, A.R.I.B.A., 15, Palmeston-pl., 
West End, Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for extensions 
and additions to the Netherton Works, Anniesland, 
for which the architects are Williamson & Izatt, 
$, Bank-st., Clydebank. 

Uddingston.—Plans to be prepared for new can- 
teen to be erected at The Old Mill-rd. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Gavin Paterson & Son, A. R.I.B.A. 

6, Cadzow-st., The Cross, Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


JULY 1. 
*tNorthamptonshire C.C.—Erection a Rog R.C. 
fiec. Mod. school at Occupation: rd., Gotch, 
Saunders and Surridge, F./A.R.I.B. "A. "RBaak-chbes.. 
Kettering. Tenders by August 2 
JULY 2. 


*tHarrow U.D “ —177 dwellings at Northolt Race- 
ourse estate. & §., Ceunch Offices, Uxbrid, 


md., Stanmore, Middlosex. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
July 23. 
JULY 6. 
*tNorth-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
ard.—New out-patients’ dept, East Ham 


Memorial Hospital, Shrewsbury-rd., E.7. Secretary, 


ah East Met. Reg. Hospital Brd., 11a, Portland: 
JULY 7. 

‘Wayland ®.D.C.—Twoe peae with drainage 

werks at Carbrooke. Hou Officer, Sur. and 


Drain B Council Offices Attleborou Nor. 
folk. » "8S 2s, - 


JULY 9. 


* Breconshire C.C.—Repair and rodeoeites works 


at Cockcroft House, Hay-on-Wye. Strick- 
land, F.R.I.B.A., County A., Rhyd Giticcs Igy 

*Chester R.D.C.—Eight houses at Mollington. 
T. C. R. Eaton, A.R.I.B.A., 16, White Friars, 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s 


tCrawley Development Corporation.—Erection of 
(1) 110 dwellings and 3% garages at Northgate site 
fo 7, and (2) 490 dwellings and 98 garages at Three 

Bridges, stage 1. Chief Architect, Crawley Develop- 
Ment Corporation, Crawley, Sussex. 

*tMerton and eran U.D.C.—Eight maisonettes 
at Langley-rd. H. May, C., Morden Hall, S.W.19. 

p. £3 3s. Tenders by saiy 30. 

Newmarket R.D.C.—6 bungalows at Beechcroft-rd., 
Brinkley. G. Clayton Smith, Council Offices, Park- 
la., Newmarket. Dep. £2 2s. 

"Rugby T.C.—Proposed Attested Dairy Cattle 
House and Sales Ring. B.S., Murford House, 
Ohorch-walk. Dep. £5 5s. 





THE BUILDER 939 
*“Wath-upon-Dearne U.D.C.—8 dwellings with bungalows at Aylsham. F. M. Dewing, 40, Prince 
garages at Quarry Hill- rd. and Wath Wood-rd. of Wales-rd., Norwich. Dep. £1 1s. (for each site). 
housing scheme. & §., Town Hall, Wath-upon- Whitehaven B.C.—16 bungalows for aged persons 
Dearne. Dep. £3 3s. at Kirkstone-rd., Valley estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 


JULY 10. 

Cemaes R.D.C.—14 houses and ancillary works at Antrim R.D.C.—24 bungalows with ancillary and 
Crymmych (2) site. Howard Williams & Partners, site works at Ballyrobert. McCarthy and Milburn, 
Graystones, Priory-st., Cardigan. Dep. £3 3s. 47, Scottish Provident-bldgs., Belfast. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Morecambe and Heysham B.C.—6 bungalows (in 
JULY 11. 
*Melton ang Mowbray U.D.C.—i8 penees at 


blocks of 2) and advance site preparation works, 
Curwen-ave., Tramacar-la. estate, Boro’S. Dep. £1. 
ry —— and Nottingham-rds. gel Phase Vi. B. ” 
, Egerton Lodge. Dep. £2 


JULY 20. 
"aie T.C.—Demolition of eee con- 


JULY 18, 


*Bournemouth C.B.—Erection of public conveni- 


veniences, alteration to nu convenience, and ¢2ces and shelter at_Boscombe Promenade. Boro’ 
erection of new eonvenienc orth an-st., A-; Room 101. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
of ee a Greci *tBucks C.C.—Erection of fire station at Amers- 


C.B. Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 
JULY 12. 


school. County A., 
Tenders by 


County Offices, 
August 20. 


ham. Aylesbury. 


£2 2s. 


Doncaster C.B.—Erection of prefabricated *Godalming B.C.—4 houses at Furze- la. estate, 

“ Orlit ” type building at rear of Art Gallery and Farncombe. _B.E. & S., Branksome, Filmer-gr., 

Museum, Waferdale. Estates Surveyor, 15, South. Godalming. Dep. £1 Is. - : , 
parade, Doncaster. Dep. £3 3s. Horsham U.D.C.—19 housing units and _ site 
*Surbit T.C.—Publi en ee Hook works at Orchard-rd. and MacLeod-rd., Horsham. 

on T.C.—Public convenience, Hook-rd., John P. Ridd, B.Sc.. A.M.I.C.E., Council Offices, 


Chessington Court estate. R. 


— =. Thirlway, B.E. & 
S. ep. £2 2s. 


Horsham Park, Horsham. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Romford T.C.—Public convenience, Hampden-rd. 
JULY 13, J. 


Twinn, T.C. 
*Maidenhead 8B.C.—Conversion to dwelling of 
Braywick Lodge Cottage and. stables adjoining 


JULY 21. 
Nantygio and Blaina U.D.C.—16 houses at Waen 


B.E. & S., 14, Craufurd-rise, Maidenhead. Dep. Ebbw-rd.. Winchestown. W. W. Outhwaite, Council 
£2 2s. Offices, Blaina. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tWest y te c, “ty houses and doctor’s JULY 23. 
surgery, ey-T area B.15. >. North, 
M45 3 *Kidsgrove U.D.C.—134 hoenses at Lower Ash and 
oo Boro’ A., 70, West Ham- la., E.15. Dep. Holling” Farm catate. J. Lewis Bleazard, 
; M.I.Mun.B., M.Inst.R.A., 


F.R.San.!., 
Architect & Surveyor, Town Hail. Dep. 
Saddleworth U.D.C.—50 houses at Carr-la., 


Engineer, 
JULY 14. £3 ¥s 


“Cardiganshire C.C.—Conversion of Queen’s Hotel, Green- 


Aberystwyth, into offices. County A. Dep. £2 2s. field. bg 1 Benson, a 88, 
R '.C6.—E - ¢ » at Mosley-st anchester, 2. De 
Miteerd: ces Be 7 een A *Sunderland C,B.—Erection of hostel for aged 
Ripon T.C.—22 houses at North-rd. City E. & §., People, at Thorny Close estate. _ Boro’ A., — 
Tow, Hali "Biecn. ey 3 38. ty ity hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. Dep. £2 
Rugby R.D.C.—Erection of (a) 17 houses at JULY 24. 
Fosse-way, Stretton-on-Dunsmore, and (b) 16 houses *Cheshunt U.D.C.—Pavilion, Grundy Park. E. & 
al Bulkington- rd., tg? ie _ Council’ s S.. 24, War- S. Dep. £2. 
wick-st., Rugby. Dep. £2 JULY 25. 
JULY 16 Hay R.D,.C.—EFrection of 24 houses at Talgarth, 10 


at Bronllys, 8 at Lianigon -_ if at Trefecca. & 
Council Offices, Hay-on-Wye. £2 2s. 
Meriden R.D.C.—64 houses ry Needlers 
Balsall. P. B. Herbert, Grosvenor-bldgs., 
house-la., Birmingham, 4. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sowerby Bridge U.D.C.—24 Mi oe at Kershaw 
House site, Luddenfoot: J. Normanton, “ Beech 


Bolton C.B.—Erection of houses and flats at 
Joinson Fold estate. Lot 6, 52 houses and flats; 
lot 7, 36 houses; and lot 8. 64 houses and flats. 
Housing Director, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. (each 
set). 


*Cleethorpes B.C.—6 houses at Highgate housing 


End-la., 
Steel- 


site No. 4. A. B. Cooper, Council-hse., Cleethorpes. Royd,” Beech-rd., Sowerby Bridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
Dep £2 28. JULY 26. 
*Egham U.D.C.52 houses_on Thorpe-rd. estate.  «pyeston and Isleworth T.C.—8 flats and 6 shope at 


eh S., Fire "Station bldgs., High-st., Egham. Dep. B.F. & S., 88, Lampton-rd., 


Hounslow West estate. 
Hounslow. Dep. £3 3s. 


Ilkley U.D.C.—26 houses and 4 flats at Ilkley and JULY 28. 


Menston. A. Skinner, M.I.Mun.E., Chantry-av., * se 
Iikley. Dep. £3 3s. Manchester T.C.—Repairs and a - 
St. Faiths and Aylsham R.D.C.—14 houses and 8 ben ai le reading-rooms at Hulme. (ity 4. 


AUGUST 13. 











East Suffolk C.C.—Frection of bock of offices over 
existing library at County Hall, Ipswich, J. 
Symcox, F.R.I.B.A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 


£2 28. fi 
# AUGUST 31. 
*t+Nottingham and District Technical College.— 
yp oer of new main building. Est. cost, £600,000. 
F. Stephenson, clerk to Joint Ed. Com., Education 
Office, South-parade, Nottingham. 
NO DATE. 
C.—22 honses at Kingswood estate, 
West Hill, Dart- 


C., 6, 


Prompt and careful attention is a feature 
of the Boddy Rocfing Service which 
embraces every type of Roofing work. 


ASBESTOS 
STRIPPING and 
RE-COVERING 


SLATING 
AND 


TILING 


ETC. 


Dartford A ¢ ) 
Swanley. E. &S8., Council Offices, 
ford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Leek R.D.C.—Eight ey at Longnor. 
Russell-st., Leek. “Dep. ls 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 7. 


U.D.C.—External painting of 40 


Brierley Hill 
Architect & Housing 


houses. G. R. Moore (A.), 
Director. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 11, 

*Harrow U.D.C.—Internal decorations to 81 dwel- 
lings at Pinner Hill estate (a) one group of 48 
houses, and (b) one group of 3%. H. Melville 
Ric ‘hards, A.M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun. r, Council Offices, 
Sfanmore. Dep. £2 for each group. 


JULY 16. 


i i i *tSwansea C.B.—Heating, hot water and cold 
A Technical Staft " always available tor water services at Mayhill prim. sch., Mayhill, 
consultation with Architects, Builders and Swansea. Boro’ A., The Guildhall. Dep. £2. 
all concerned with Roof Construction and JULY 30. 


*Hornchurch U.D.C.—Redecoration of 252 houses 
in three contracts. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 3. 
*Isle of Ely C.C.—Installation of heating and hot 
water system at Burnsfield-rd. inf. sch., Chatteris. 
County A., County Hall, March. Dep. ‘£2 2s. 


Maintenance. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 
81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 


NO DATE. 
*Dudley C.B,—Electrical installations at various 








Priory Hall. Dudley. 


housing sites. Boro’ A.. 











ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


ULY 4. 

Wortley R.D.C.—Making-up 0 
works at oy 2m E. & S., 
Grenoside. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 30. 

Dorchester R.D.C.—Laying of e mains and 
the construction of r.c. reservoir. Herbert Bate- 
man and Partners, Chesterfield emse Batheaston, 
Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 1. 

*Middtesex C.C.—( a he on of sewers at Barn- 
hill sec. sch., Yeading-la., Hayes. T. B. Wheeler, 
10, Great George- st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


of private street 
Council Offices 


(LONDON) 
Bermondsey.—F Lats. —B.C. approved plans by 
architect’s department for erection of 18 flats at 


Purbrook estate and proposed appointment of 
W. G. Edwards and A. Avery Hall, 910, Blackfriars- 
td., S.E.1, quantity surveyors for ‘the scheme. 

Bermondsey.—F.Lats.—Plans by architect’s depart- 
ment for erection of 19 flats at Lynton estate have 
been approved by B.C., who have appointed Davis 
Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley- pl., S.W.1, quantity 
surveyors for the scheme. 

Brixton.—Fats.—The Guiness Trust are to build 
161 one- and two-roomed flats, together with laun- 
dry, café lounge and caféteria at Loughborough-rd. 

Chelsea.—ResuiLDING oF RIVER WALL.—B.C. 
approval in principle has been given for the re- 
building of the river wall in Cheyne Walk, west of 
Battersea Bridge, at an.est. cost of £220,000. (Sub 
ject to approval and licence by P.L.A.) 

City.—Orrice Buiock.—Erection of Bucklersbur) 
House on site bounded by Wallbrook, Queen Vic- 
toria-st. and Cannon-st., at an est. cost of 
£8,000,000. The project is financed by Haleybridge 
Investment Trust (1947), Ltd., 38, King William- 
st., E.C.4, in conjunction with ‘the ‘Legal Assurance 


Society, Ltd.. 188, Fleet- at owl Plans by Camp- 
bell-Jones & Sons, F./A.R.I.B.A., 9, Dowgate-hill, 
E.C.4, and Humphreys, 7 Knightsbridge, 
London, S.W.7. 

Croydon.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. have granted per- 
mission to New British Garden Estates, Ltd., 141, 


Shirley-rd., East Croydon. for erection of 17 houses 


at 1-17, Selsdon Park-rd. 
Croydon.—Hovuses.—Permission granted by B.C. 
to Jameson Building Co., 95, Woodbine-gr., Penge, 


§.E.20, for erection of ten houses at ASh Tree Way. 

Croydon. — ALTERATIONS. — Alterations to form 
offices, stores and fitters’ workshops for South 
Eastern Gas Board at 278-284, Lower Addiscombe- 
td., have been approved by B.C. Plans by W. 
Watson, Architect to the Board. 

Croydon.—CuHURCH AND VICARAGE.—Plans for erec- 
tion of church and vicarage for the Rev. H. Willis, 
The Glade, Shirley, Croydon, at Elstan-way have 
been approved by B.C. 

Croydon.—Factory Extension.—Plans by Bates 
and *Sinning, F./A.R.I.B.A.,  KRolls-chbrs., 89, 
Chancery-la., W.C.2, for extension to factory for 
Oliver Typewriter Manufacturing Co., Ltd., at 
Gloucester-rd. have been approved by B.C. 

Croydon. — Erection oF CuHuRCH. — Permission 
granted by B.C. for erection of church and church 
hall at. Monks Hill estate, Selsdon Park-rd., for 
Canterbury Diocesan Board of Finance and the 
Parochia] Church Council. 

Croydon.—Suops AND MAISONETTES.—Plans for erec- 
tion of 15 shops with maisonettes over at Central 
Parade, Lodge-la., for Knight & Co., have been 
approved by “B.C. Plans by R. Mountford Pigott, 
F.R.I.B.A., 3, Cromwell-pl., S.W.7. 

Croydon.—Resu ona O approval has been 
given to Visco Engineering Co., Ltd.. for rebuild- 
ing of factory at Staffa- rd. Plans by G. Crump, 
F.R.I.B.A., 9, King’s Bench Walk, Temple, E.C.4. 

Epping.—Hovusrs.—U.D.C. agreed to allow Ching- 
ford B.C. to build 1200 houses in the town at Tower- 
rd. and Beaconfield. 

Hammersmith. — RepevELopMeNtT. — Sketch 
submitted by H. T. Cadbury-Brown, A.R.I.B. 
Clarges-st., W.1, ah proposed re-devel opment a 
—, 167-169, Hammersmith-gr. have been approved 
y B.C. 


Hornchurch.—Deve.opment.—B.C. Town Planning 
approval has been given to The Essex Welding Co., 
Ltd., for erection of factory at New-rd., and to 
Denver Chemica] and Metal Refining Co., Ltd., for 
erection of laboratory, canteen and lavatory block 
at Ferry-la., Rainham. 

Hornchurch.—Factory Extension.—Plans by 
W. Pipe & Sons, LL.R.I.B.A., 8, Queen-st., 
for extension to factory at Stafford-ave. 
Lacrinoid Products have been approved by B.C 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Layout plans submitted 
by Gates, Parish & Co., 32, Station-rd., for erec- 
tion of 16 houses at Redden Court- rd., Harold 
Wood, have been approved by B.C. 

St. Pancras. — AppoINTMENT. — Housing Com. 
approved appointment of Wood and Weir, 6, 
Prince’s-st., W.1. quantity surveyors for Oseney 
Crescent (No. 2) Housing scheme. 


~— 


Alan 
E.C.4, 
for 
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Shoreditch.—DeVELOPMENT.—B.C. Housing Com. 
approved plans by architect’s department for 
amended layout of Wenlock Barn _ estate. 
30 flats at New North-rd.; 36 at Murray- 
gr.; 24 at Evelyn Walk; 60 at New North- 
rd. (west), together with 14 maisonettes; one ten- 


storey block paralle] to Cropley-st.; 70 maisonettes 
at right angles to Evelyn Walk; 75 flats at corner 
of Murray-gr. and Evelyn Walk; one anglé block 
with shops at corner of Cropley-st. and Murray-gr. 
and one angle block with wing five storeys facing 
Cropley-st. and wing facing Cavendish-st. of three 
storeys. 
Shoreditch. - 
principle, plans by 


— REDEVELOPMENT. — B.C. approve in 
aberdashers’ Co. for re- 
development of Hoxton estate. Plans provide for 
erection of block of offices with flats above at 
Fanshaw-st., and five maisonettes with 12 shops at 
Pitfield-st., tos gether with long-term scheme for erec- 
tion of “ flatted ’ ’ factories at East-rd. and Styman- 
st. area. Plans by Stock, Page and Stock. 
PF.R.I.B.A., 9, Pitfield-st., N.1. 

Stoke Newington.—ReErRIGERATOR STore.—L.C.C. 
have granted permission to L. H. Fewster & 
Partners, Lb. & A.R.I.B.A., 22, Conduit-st., W.1, to 
_— a refrigerator store at rear of 33, Blackstock- 
rd. 

Stoke Newington.—War DamaGe REINSTATEMENT.— 
T.P. Com. have raised no objection to a 
by Llewellyn Smith & Waters, FF.R.I.B.A., 103, Old 
Brompton-rd., S.W.7, to carry out sectaer war 
damage reinstatement at Alney Congregational 
Church and Youth Club, Stoke Newington Church-st, 

Walthamstow.—Hicuer Income Hovuses.—Sub- 
mitted plans by Borough Architect for erection of 
16 houses with garages designed for higher income 
groups have been approved by B.C. 

Walthamstow.—-DWeELLINGs.—B.C. approval has 
been given for erection of five houses, four maison- 
ettes and 16 flats at Wyatts-la. Plans by F. Green- 
wood, A.R.I.B.A., 25, Liverpool-rd., Kingston Hill, 
Surrey. 

Walthamstow.—Po.ice Hovuses.—B.C. approval has 
been given to erection of eight police houses at 
Henry’s-ave. 

Walthamstow.—FLATs AND MAIsoNeTTES.—Plans by 
Architect’s department for erection of 12 flats and 
eight maisonettes at te 7A -ave. and Chingford- 
rd. have been approved by B. 

Walthamstow.—FacrTory dE have 
approved plans for extension to factory of Thomas 
& Evans, Ltd., at Argall-ave. Plans by Chamber- 
lain & Willows, 23, Moorgate, E.C.2. 

Walthamstow.—REBUILDING.—Walthamstow Paro- 
chial Charities’ have had plans for rebuilding of 
Monoux Almshouses, St: Mary’s Churchyard, 
approved by B.C. 

Walthamstow.—Factory EXTENSION.—B.C. ap- 
proved plans for extension to factory at “ Fingal 
Works,” Staffa-rd., for Reliance (Cords and Cables), 
Ltd., Architects are Elliott, Cox & Partners, 
A.L.R.1.B.A., 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1, 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Belford.—The planning authorities have approved 
a site at Seahouses for the erection of a modern 
school, for Northumberland C.C. Plans by the 
Cty. A., County . Hall, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 


Blackpool.—Plans approved :—Warehouse at 
Charles-st., for J. Cooper & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd.; 
shops, offices and showrooms at 143-157, Church-st., 
for W. Yates. 

Blackwell.—R.D.C. to go ahead with erection of 
66 houses at “The Maltings. 


Border.—R.D.C. Housing 
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drawings for erection of 68 houses and draft layout 
for 20 houses at Dalston. 
lop).—R.D.C. approved erection of 
ee take. Weenies, and Chet 
ton, and 8-10 at Endon George. 
Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. plan to commence erec 
tion of proposed new technical college in October. 
Carlisle.—E.C. to prepare plans for permanent 
accommodation in place of huts at Girls’ High 
School. 
Cheadle.—U.D.C. 
lor-la. area. Architects, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester. 
Derby.—M.0.E. approved plans for proposed ex- 
tensions to Nightingale inf. sch. 
Droitwich.—R.D.C. recommended to approve erec. 
tion of 12 houses at Wychbold. 
Dukinfield.—Cheshire CJC. propose 


propose 400 “houses at Council. 
Taylor & Young, 1%, 


erection of 


home for aged persons at Yew Tree-la. estate, 
County Architect, F. M. Parkes, Chester. 

East Suffolk.—Ed. Com. appgoved following estj- 
mates for schools building in 1952-53 programme — 


to cost £89,760; exten- 
£68,859; extensions to 
extensions to Shotley, 


New Woodbridge mod. sch., 
sions to Holbrook Area, 

Bramford area, £13,200; 

£26,870; extensions to Bungay, £37,598; new Sch, 
at Combs Ford, £49,780; and Raydon, £18,630. 

Golborne.—U.D.C. approved plans for industria} 
development at Albion Mill, Glazebury, for F. Tay- 
lor & Sons, Ltd., and 30 miners’ houses, Derby-rd. 
estate, at an est. cost of £41,628. 

Gosforth.—_The U.D.C. applied for loan sanction 
for £45,640 for erection of 18 flats in Graham Park. 
rd., and £7,120 for seven old people’s houses ip 
Church-ave. 

Halifax.—T.C. seek loan of £51,620 for proposed 
Stanningley Green cty. jun. sch., Mixenden.—T.¢. 
approved plans for 72 houses at Illingsworth. 

Hawarden.—Plans submitted to R.D.C. by Sur. 
veyor for 225 dwellings at Broughton are to be Sen 
to Welsh Board of Health for approval. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Tenders to be invited by 
U.D.C. for the erection of six houses and 11 old 
peoples’ houses in Buchanan-st. 

Hollingbourne.—R.D.C. propose to erect six 
houses at Lenham Heath; 20 at Honywood-r.,, 
and 22 at Oakfields. 

Ince-in-Makerfield.— U.D.C. 
13 bungalows at Petticoat-la. 


seek loan £13,330 for 
housing estate. 


Kenilworth.—U.D.C. to erect 40 houses at the 
Bulkington estate. 
Lincs.—C.C. propose erection of new highways 


depots at Horncastle, Laceby, and Louth, at ap 
est. cost of £16,000. 

Lindsey.—E.C. ogg plans pd sec. 
at Brigg at an est. cost of £85, 

Little kee BBO seek loan ie £22,117 for D 
houses, bungalows and flats at Mytham-rd. estate. 

Liverpool.—T.C. propose expenditure of £1,840,4% 
on new buildings. Dr. R. Bradbury, City A. 

Manchester.—T.C. received approval to erect 
£250,000 hotel. L. C. Howitt, City Architect. 

Marple.—Stockport and Buxton hospital manage 
ment committee propose new operating theatre 
at Orthopzedic hospital. 

Middlesbrough.—Turner & Ing, 71, Linthorpe-rd, 
Middlesbrough, appointed quantity surveyors by 
E.C: for proposed Green-la. cty. prim. sch.—Work- 
ing drawings are to be prepared by the Education 
Architect (P. R. Middleton), Education Offices, 
Middlesbrough. 

Morpeth.—Further 50 houses to be erected by 
T.C. in Spelvit-la. area to plans by Boro’ E. (F. K. 
Perkins). 


mod. sch. 


Morpeth.—County Planning Authority spores 
proposals by Northumberland C.C. for cig ht police 
houses at Kylins. Plans are by County A., County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — Lloyds Bank, Id, 
Maiket-st., are to extend their premises. Plans by 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle, have been approved. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—S. Quinn & Son are & 
erect a flock factory in Foundry-la., Newcastle. 
Architects, Newrick & Blackbell, 58, John-tt., 


Sunderland. , 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—H. Murton & Co., Ltd, 
have had their own plans amerenes for alterations 
to their premises in Grainger-st. and Brigg Market 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—T he otheed rn Gas Board, 
30, Grainger-st., had plans approved for proposed 
new offices. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — The Dairy Produce 
Packers, Ltd., Condercum-rd., to erect new stores 
and have had own plans approved. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—A motor repair garage 
and 10 lock-up garages are to be built in Roger 
st., also temporary workshop for J. Hargreaves. 
Architects, T. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-sty 
South Shields. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—The C.W.S. ar 
bacon-curing room and make alterations 
mises at West Blandford-st. Plans by 


are to build ® 
to pre 
















Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Housing Com. to build 
shops on the Blakelaw estate. Plans by O#@ 
Property Surveyor, Town Hall. 
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& Sons, to 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—A. Bradnum 
Architect, 


erect fruit warehouse at Stowell-st. 

A. McKenzie, 1, Eldon-sq., Newcastle. 
Norfolk.—Ed. Com. have approved school buiid- 
jng estimates for 1952-53:—Three-stream sec. mod. 
schs. at Costessey and Swaffham, £136,150 each; 
two-stream sec. mod. schs. at Downham Market, 
£94,100 each ; ‘additional accommodation at Gay- 
wood jun. and inf. schs.. £68,000 and £40,800; two- 
stream sec. mod. schs. at Lynn, £98,600 ‘each ; 
additional accommodation at Syderstone jun. and 
inf. sch., £20,400; additional accommodation and 
adaptation of existing premises at Redenhall jun. 
yoluutary sch., £14,500; additional accommoda- 
tion and adé iptations at Costessey R.C. sch., £10,000; 
and provision of inf. sch, at St. Mary’s estate, 
Thetford, £18,000. 
Nuneaton.—B.C. 
porough C.E. sch. 
Penrith.—U.D.C. approved plans, extensions 
ambulance garage at Fairhill Hospital, 
pberland C.C. 


propose reinstatement of Attle 


to 
for Cum- 


Ripon. —Additions are proposed to Ripon mod. 
sen. for the West Riding C.C. to plans by the 
ty. A., Wakefield. No contracts let. 
Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans, oil purifying 
shed and central boiler-house at Grange Mill-la., 
fur Ambrose Shardlow & Co., Ltd. Extensions at 
Sheffield-rd., for Steel, Peech & Tozer, Ltd. Ex 








tensions to factory at Fitzwilliam-rd., for Plessey 
Co., _ Ltd. (Re rham ___— Division). Additions 
at Town Mil Canklow-rd.. for Robinson 
Bros., Ltd. Offices at Grange Mill-la., for British 
Electro Metallurgica! Co., Ltd. Cantee n at Swinden 
House, Moorgate-rd., for United Steel Co., Ltd. 


to pavilion at Phoenix Sports Ground, 
Brinsworth. Alterations and additions 
House,” Doncaster-gate, for Star 


Extensions 
Bawtry-rd., 
to ‘Cinema 
Cinemas (London), Ltd. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved plans for alterations 
to South Bank Hotel, Lord-st., for Peter Walker 
(Warrington), Ltd. Extensions to transformer. & 
cooler houses at Castner Kellner Works, for I.€.1., 
Ltd. Alterations at 12, Canal-st., for Highfield 
Tanning Co., Ltd. 

Salop.—C.C. to erect new welfare centre at Beau- 
maris-rd., Newport. 

Silsden—U.D.C. to acquire site adjoining Dradi- 
shaw estate for erection of further houses. 

South Molton. —Preliminary plans by TC. 
erection of 12 houses at South-st., have been 
approved by regional architect at Bristol. 

Southport.—Rebuilding of ‘‘Sunshine House,” 
Birkdale, home for blind babies. Architect, A. 
Crampton, 35, York-rd., Birkdale. 
Stratford.—_R.D.C. to invite tenders 
of 24 houses. 

Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. approved erection of tele- 
phone exchange at Lichfield-rd., for G.P.O.—B.S. 
to prepare plans and estimates for 18-22 aged 
persons’ bungalows at Silvermead-rd., Fernwood- 
rd., and Florence-rd., Boldmere. 

Swindon._M.O0.E. approved T.C.’s plans for new 
ety. prim. sch. at Penhill and new cty. sec. sch. at 
Moredon. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—T. Rea, builder, Acklam-ter., 
Thornaby, is planning erection of 13 houses at 
Humber-rd., and 13 pairs of houses at Clarendon-rd. 

Warwickshire.—C .C. propose aged persons’ home 
at Marston estate, Attleborough, Nuneaton. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. propose further houses at 
Lambshear-la.. Lydiate. 

Wigan.— rection of new church of St. 
Beech Hill. Architect, Colonel Gee of Quiggin & 
Log Old Hall, Liverpool.—E.C. propose extensions 

to Woodfield cty, prim. sch. 


Windsor.—War Office proposal to build 48 officers’ 
flats at St. Leonard’s Hill is being considered by 
Windsor Council. 

Workington.—B.C. propose 72 houses and 12 flats 
at Northside estate.—Plans approved: 150 houses 


for 


for erection 


Annes at 


at Laverock Hall estate, for J. Leslie & ~— 
Coach-rd., Whitehaven. Architect, J. S. Stout, 36, 
Scotch-st., Whitehaven. 18 houses at Westfield-dr.., 


for Distington Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Jonathan Saul, Workington. 


TENDERS 


accepted. 

provisionally accepted. 
recommended for acceptance. 

4 Renoics accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Battersea.—Extensions to Battersea Polytechnic. 
involving the construction of new east wing and 
additional storeys to Great Hall and gymnasium 
block, for Board of Governors. Plans by Owen 
Campbell-Jones & Sons, F./A.R.L.B.A., 9, Dowgate- 
hill, E.C.4: *James Carmic hael (Contractors), Ltd. 
31, Trinity- rd., S.W.18, £286,000. 

Bedford.—64 flats Pi B.C.: 
5c ead 873 (subject to M.L.G. 

ord.—16 houses for B.C.: *Besbuilt, Ltd., 
222,654 (subject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 
a emouth.—Construction of Alderney water- 
bh g at Bournemouth new administration ag 

tehitect, Raglan a. F.R.I.B.A., S.1.A., 


Architect, 


* Denotes 
+ Denotes 
t Denotes 


*Lindrum (Lincoln), 
& P. approval). 


M. 
Raton-sq. ,S.W.1. *Ri 
4 a ice & Son, Ltd., 15, Stockwell: 
“Sater —108 houses at Elmfield estate, for T.C. : 
Harrison & (eeda), _ ie Post Hill 


Quarries, Farnley, Leeds, £156,1 
Camberwell.—40 flats at vena housing site 
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No. 42 (Herne Hill), 

Co., Ltd., £76,253 

approval). 
Camberwell.—104 flats and eight shops at Den- 


for B.C. : 


*Matthew James & 
(subject SB F. 


to M.L.G 


mark Hill Housing estate, for B.C. *Wates, Ltd., 

1258, London-rd., S.W.16, £236,203. 
Chester.—Extensions to factory of Rustproof 

Metal Window Co., Ltd.: *A. Monk & Co., Ltd., 


Padgate, Warrington. 

Croydon.—Ten dwellings at Grange Park-rd., 
C.: *S. A. Gregory (Builders and Contractors), 
Ltd., 27, Chapel-rd., Worthing, £13,400. 

Deptford. —12 flats at Malpas-rd. (east) site, for 
B.C *A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Hill-ave., Hill-rd., Woolwich, S.E.18, 


for 


Sandy Sandy 
£21,664. 
Fulham.—Further 36 flats at Sulivan Court, 
lingham, for B.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd. 
Glasgow.—New Barmulloch prim. sch. at Rye-rd. 
Mr, John MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., architect, 129, Bath- 
st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2.  Underbuilding 
works: *fThomas Henderson, Ltd., Glasgow, £12,176; 
superstructure works: *The Bristol Areoplane Co., 
Ltd., Weston,super-Mare, £11,905. 
Gosforth.—16 flats at Beaumont-ter. 
and 44 flats at Church-ave. estate, 
M. J. Liddell & Son, 36, North-rd., 
Tyne. 
Heston and Isleworth.—12 houses at 
of Hounslow West Housing estate, for 


Hur- 


38 houses 
for U.D.C. 
Newcasile-on- 


Section B 
B.C. 


H. and F. Farrell, Ltd. ... ses . £19,367 
Co-Partner Building Oper ratives, Lid. : 19,100 
*Building and Public Works Construction 


a «. 18,272 
approval.) 
Kingtons, Ltd. 


Co., Ltd. ws int 
(Subject to M.L.G. and P. 

Hull.—Erection of depot for. 
Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., 
North-st., Newcastle: *G. Houlton & Son, Hull. 

tiford.—-72 flats of the Mofine type, at Billet-rd., 
for B.C. Housing Com.: *G. Wimpey & Co., Lid. 
(subject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 


Kirkcaldy.—14 additional houses at maa 


ave., for Housing Com.: *Scottish Orlit Co. 
Lanarkshire.—New Cathcart housing scheme oe 
Braihead. Mr. John C. Munro, architect, 141, Wes 


*M: ms 


Glasgow, W C2 2: 


Glasgow, W.C. 


George-st., Blythswood; 
Taggart & Nickle, Ltd., 


Lancaster.—Additional classrooms — 
Skerton County sch., for Lancs C.C.: *Nicholson & 
bab iy Ltd., Willow-la., Lancaster. 


L.c. c. Construction of two five-storey blocks, 
comprising 40 flats, at Lytton estate (North End-rd. 


site), Fulham :— 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth... .. £85,220 
C. F. Kearley, Ltd.. Chiswick ... ae ... 83,689 
Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd.. Paddington ... 83,465 
Gough Cooper & Co., Ltd., heieapieteaaten 

tent ... ae 83,378 
Leslie & Co., Ltd.. Kens sington : 83,100 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 82,335 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. ‘Marylebone ad 81,880 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 81,698 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley 81,445 
Sloggetts (Contractors), 'Ltd., Kens ington.. 80,872 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood . 80,271 
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Comparable, estimate of appointed architects. 
Messrs. Cachemaille-Day & Partners. is 
£77,725. 

Extension to Camberwell school of arts and crafts 
(Camberwell, Peckham) :— 


J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam . £21,172 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington... 20,943 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., Lambeth i 20,899 
Courtney & Fairbairn, "Lid., Lambeth 20,845 


Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., Wands- 
worth .. 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd. Wandswortii 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 
HE: Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth 

J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon aaa 

F. & M. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth ... 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd., Camberwell... Re 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham ... 

*W. F. Marshall, Ltd., Camberwell .. a, 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £17,517. 
L.c.C.—War damage repairs and improvements 

at Sir Walter St. John’s School, Battersea :— 

H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., Wembley . £52, 400 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont... é 





F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark = “st 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd.. 
Wimbledon .. t oad aes oh ase 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 
Wandsworth ra. a te ada 
W. H. Lorden & Son, Lid., Wandsworth ... 


Thornton Heath : 
Ltd., Wandsworth ... 
Holborn als 


Truett & Steel, Ltd. 

H. T. Oliver & Sons, 

Galbraith Bros., Ltd., ad 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth... ah 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 

*Trollope & Sons (London), Ltd., West- 
minster 





41,808 
Comparable estimate of architect in ‘priv: ate prac- 


tice responsible for works is £43,8 


{London (Air meBrncsclag eta to 
£500 or over for week ended June 16 :— 

Construction aircraft servicing platforms and taxi 
tracks, etc. : Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd., London, W.1. 
Building work and hutting, etc.: Farrans, (Ltd., Bel- 
fast, Northern Ireland. Building work: R. Corben 
& Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; -A. Richmond & Sons, 
Retford, Notts; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 
nr. Bolton; Geo. Dawson & Son (Cttrs.), Ltd., Leigh 
ton ‘Buzzard, Beds. 

Painting work : Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Rochdale, 
Lancs. Erection of fencing: Galbraith Bros., Ltd., 
Crayford, Kent; Allen (Fencing), LLtd., Walton-on- 
Thames; W. Lawrence & Son, Swaffham, Norfolk. 
General maintenance work : F. ‘Shepherd & Son, Ltd., 
York; G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., London, E.7. 

{London (M.O.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended June 16:— 

London : Serpentine Bathing Pool, 
planning of Lido and erection of children’s conveni- 
ences, Galbraith Bros., Ltd., 34-5, High Holborn, 
W.C. d; St. Martins Le Grand, General Post Office, 
= ral decorations, Sykes & Son, ‘Ltd., 8, Essex-st., 

‘1.2; Post Office Savings Dept., Manor- gdns. . Hol- 
ae N., Internal painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd., Chancellors .Works, Croxley-rd., W.9; King 
Edward Buildings, E.C.1, Interior decorations, Cc. 
T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt- rd., Harlesden, N.W. 10. 

Berkshire : Sunningdale Park and Rosemount Civii 
Defence Training School, Construction of lecture hall, 
dormitories and site works, Collier & Gatling, Ltd., 
St. Marys Butts, Reading. Norfolk : Thetford, Erec- 
tion of telephone repeater station, W. Peeke-Vout & 
Son, ‘Ltd., High-st., Watton. Suffolk : Newmarket, 
Erection of telephone repeater station, Kerridge 
(Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge 

{London (War * Dept.).— Works pace placed 
by W.D. during week ended June 16:— 

Berkshire : Roof repairs and roof lighting, Maurice 
Hill Construction Co., London, E.C.3. Hamp- 
shire: Concrete structures & cable laying, Henry 
Jones & Sons, Ltd., Portsmouth. Wiltshire : Miscel- 
laneous, E. iH. Bradley & Sons, Ltd., Chi penham. 

Somerset : Miscellaneous, H. Hoskings, Ltd., Lang- 
port. Hants: Painting and nes J. Hood, 
Raldicot, (Mon. vo ge ot Painting, T . i. Kenyon 
& Sons, Ltd., London, 

Leicestershire : Datihineent: T. 'W. Bilson, L 
Melton Mowbray; G. Jones & Son (Contractors), Litd., 
London. Dorset: Miscellaneous, Arthur Parsons & 
Sons, Dorchester. Hampshire : Concrete structures, 
C. F. Wade & Co., St. Helens, 1.0.W 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—F our shops and flats at 
Coxs-la. estate, for U.D.C.: *J. W. Richards & Co.. 
Mansfield, Notts, £23,914. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations at 12 to 14, The 
Side, Newcastle- upon-Tyne, for Holloway, Rae 
Co., Ltd.: *G. G. Carr, 97. New Bridge- st.. New- 
castle. 

Northallerton and Romanby Joint Burial Com- 
mittee.—Crematorium adjoining burial ground. 
Architect, J. Rangeley, 102, High Petergate, York. 


value of 


Hyde Park, Re- 


*Walter Thompson (Contractors), Ltd., 17, North 
End, Northallerton, £19,777 

Nottingham.—New boiler-house and plant at 
Hospital for Women: *Gilbert & Hall, Ltd., Not- 
tingham, £17,581. 

Pontefract.— —Erection of depot for MRingtons, 
Ltd., Newcastle. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, 
Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: *W. Barber, 
Pontefract. 

Retford.—64 houses at Rees, foe TC.: 
*Clayton & Thornhill, £78,689 


Rotherham.— Extensions to police station, for 
SC ° 


.: *Coe & Lorriman, Ltd., Gerard-rd., Rother- 
ham, £5,883. 
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Lawrence Villa site, for 


es —26 houses at 
U. Ltd., Park-lat, Pontefract, 


D.C. : . & C. Leach, 
£37,337. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


CONTINUES TO EXPAND 

AND IS THE LARGEST 

NATIONAL ORGANISATION 
IN THE INDUSTRY 


MEMBERSHIP 


10,750 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 

26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines} 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, Londen® 
The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 








THE BUILDER 


St. Helens.—96 houses and 16 flats at East Lancs- 
rd. estate, Carr Mill, contract No. 1973, for C.B. 
M. Ward, M.1I.Mun. E., B.E. Quantities by Gornall 
& Wainwright, St. Helens: *St. Helens Corporation 
Building Dept., 32, Claughton-st., St. Helens. 

Southwark. —Erection of superstructure of office 
block at Sumner-st. for B.E.A. Architects, Curtis 
Green, Son and Lloyd, FF.R.I.B.A., & Pickering- 
pla., S.W. = *Sir Robert McAl pine & Sons, Ltd., 
80, Wz. 

Stretford. ge of blitzed portion of 
library, for B.C. Architects, Howard & Benson, 88, 
Mosley-st., Manchester: *N@rmantons, Ltd., Ply- 
mouth-gr., Manchester, £12,248. 

Sunderland.—Three district sub-offices at housing 
estates, for T.C. Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, Grange- 
hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland: ‘Direct Labour, 
£6,000. 

Sunderiand.—576 houses at 
tate, for T.C. Plans by Boro’ 
*4. V. Clerey & Son, Frederick-st., Sunderland (90) ; 
*J. W. Ridiey, Ltd., Sheepfolds, Sunderland (24); 
*G. H. Plemper, Ltd., Old Chester-rd., Sunder- 
land (36); *T. Stewart, Thorney-cl., Sunderland 
(52); *T. D. Gibbons & Son, Ltd., Hendon Burn- 
ave., Sunderland (52); *R. G. Finlay, Ltd., West 
Sunniside, Sunderland (92); *J. Prentice, Leighton- 
rd., Sunderland (50); and *L. W. Evans (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Norfolk-st., Sunderland (180). 

Sunderiand.—226 houses at Pennywell estate, for 

T.C. Plans by Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, Grange- 
hse., Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *Stewart  Bros., 
Lambton-st., Sunderland (24); *Gordon Bell, Ltd., 
Back Viewforth-ter., Sunderland (24); *George 
Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon (90); and *W. 
Wigham & Son, Shepherds-ter., Hylton, Sunderland 
(88). 
Sunderland.—Additions to shipyard, for R. Bart- 
ram & Sons, Ltd., South Dock. Civil engineering 
work? *J. G. Thompson & Sons, 28, Fowler-st., 
South Shields; and structural steelwork: *North- 
oar Metal Fabrications, Ltd., Sheepfolds, Sunder- 
and. 


Hylton Red-hse. es- 
A., H. C. Bishop: 





STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, Wy thee Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 











Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's -.,- 


OVER 





TWO MILLION 





ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 








June 29 1951 


Surbiton.—144 flats at Chessington Court estate, 
for B.C.: *W. J. Simms, Sons & Cook, Ltd., £181,179 
(subject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 

Surbiton.—46 houses at Fullers alte nes for 
B.C.: *Kingston (Builders), Ltd., £72, 

Walthamstow. —Works for T.C. a ae at 
Billet-rd., Folly-la. estate: *Read Bros. (Builderg),} 
Ltd., £26,338 (subject to M.L.G. & P. approval) ; § 
24 flats at Falmouth- -ave./Gordon-ave. site: *Davieg 
Bros. (Buckhurst. Hill), Ltd., £1,787 per flat (sub. 
ject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 


B.E.A. Appointments 


Referring to the advertisement for British 
Electricity Commission which appeared in 
our issues of June 15 and 22 for General! 
Assistant Engineering (Clerk of Works: 
Building) with a salary of £525 per annum, 
this should have applied to the following 
appointments: (a) nior Draughtsmen 
(Architectural) and (b) Senior Draughtsmen 
(Structural). 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier —cut cost 


BROAD & CO. LTO. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 











THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ce 


SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


SMARTS LAN Ee 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 295 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 

















_ Building Contractors 


== Works, 
pene . 


Tolachcse: | 
Waterloo 5474 


(3 lines) 








General Offices : 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
AND 


Registered & Head Office 


61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON . 
Telephone : 


CRAYFORD BRIDGE 


LIMITED 


CONTRACTORS 
ENGINEERS 


a 
MONarch 7597-8 


CRAYFORD + KENT 


Telephone : Bexley Heath 5651-4 














